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No. 4 


_ The Rey. Dr. Clifton Macon, the Rev. Antonio Mangano, preacher James 
Freeman, and the Rev. Ben Richardson, executive secretary of our Regional 
ion Committees, representing in turn over 5,000 clergymen pledged to fight 
anti-Semitism in cooperation with THE PROTESTANT, recently went to Washington 
and visited the White House and the British and Soviet Embassies carrying with 
them the following plea: 

“We, representing the Regional Action Committees of THE PROTESTANT, and 
‘speaking for five thousand Christian ministers, pledged to fight for the rights of 
_ the oppressed, address you in behalf of the bruised remnants of the Jews of Europe 
who, having escaped the heel of Hitler, look now to their liberators for sanctuary. 

“We speak for the conscience of mankind with an assurance born of a con- 
sistent and long-standing opposition to fascism. As Christian ministers we hold 
fascism to be a revolt against God, a revolt which clothes itself in the atttactive 
and exciting garb of an intense patriotism, of discipline and order, even of Chris- 
: tianity. But its patriotism is insane, its discipline is slavery, its order is stupidity, 
‘its Christianity 1 is false. 

“There is something that has not yet been made clear in the reckoning of this 
- war on the part of those who will determine its settlement. It is this: the Jews 
were first in this anti-fascist war, some of them fighting with the sword of the 
t, others with the sword of the flesh, tortured beyond imagination, dying in their 
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millions, victims of what your great collaborator Winston Churchill called the 
most stupendous crime in all history. iJ Sry 

“Out of all peoples the Jews were chosen by the enemy of man as the greatest 

- obstacle in his path. We may not with impunity leave them outvof the victory. We 
date not cast aside five million Jewish anti-fascist dead. The conscience of the 
world will not permit us to ignore the ledger of Nazi horror against the Jews. 
That book must be opened and the dreadful weight of its contents poured into the 
scale to be balanced, insofar as they can be balanced, by constructive redress. 

“Concerning the form of this redress it is not our place to make suggestions. 
Our function is a moral one. The form of this redress will be determined by the 
great powers. We speak here not of revenge upon the tormentor but of reparation 
and refuge for the tormented. 

“The arm of the victor must find at once a place of refuge and comfort for _ 
these Jews who have escaped Hitlerism, who travel forever and find no end to their 
travel, no place by any fireside, no lantern set for their coming, nothing but dark- 
ness and the icy sleet of the world’s hate on their endless road and doors slammed 
in their faces. To ignore the unspoken plea of these broken battalions in humanity's 

_ fight would be to emulate the Nazis themselves, would be to leave our victory 
insecure. 

“Through incredible sacrifice and toil the Jews have built themselves a national 
home in Palestine, which was reclaimed and set apart for them after the last war. 
Into this home they wish to welcome their brothers and sisters who have come 
through unspeakable horrors to the ancestral door. Their hands beat in vain upon 
the door which has been bolted and barred against them. That door must be opened. 

“We confidently appeal to you in the name of five thousand Christian ministers 
pledged to fight anti-Semitism in all its forms to open that door now while there — 
is still time to save the Jewish survivors of the fascist terror. There can be no just — 
peace for the world until there is a just peace for the Jews.” 


The representative of Lord Halifax who received this committee told them that — 
_ there was little hope that anything could or would be done about this matter. 

It would appear that Palestine’s door is as tightly locked against the will of the 
Jews who live there and wish to open it as the black book of Nazi anti-Semitic 
horrors is locked against the prying eyes of the world’s conscience. : . 

The trouble with the whole situation from the point of view of a Jewish Pales- 
tine is that in America and in Britain there remain in positions of power too many 
elements which were involved from the first with the Nazis and with the Fascists in 
their anti-Semitic fiendishness and too many elements which have plans for eco- 
nomic aggrandizement in the Near East, plans involving the purchase of Arab 
“good-will” in addition to other more concrete rights and privileges such as to” 
drill, pump and pipe oil out of the bowels of the desert. One of the Prices 
exacted by the Arab chieftains is a non-Jewish balance of power in Palestine. The 
- upshot of the whole thing wiil likely be a Palestine in which Jews and Arabs will 
be equalized in numbers so that a few thousand Christians will hold the balance 
of power. 

Russia would at one time certainly have been willing to see emerge even an 
_ enlarged Palestine under Jewish rule. But the combination of. England and 

America forced Russia into the game of competition for oil as well as for the 
_ Opportunity to partake in each and every move on the Near East chess board. The 
Near East, as Pierre van Paassen has long pointed out, would be the ‘natural 
spring-board for future adventures against the socialist commonwealth. There- 


fore grim necessity throws the Russians into the midst of bargains for which 
naturally they would have no taste. 


_ We are not interested here primarily in apologizing for Russia’s acquiescence 
in British jurisdiction over Palestine. Russia saved millions of Polish Jews, in 
many cases endangering her military position to do so. Russia has established a 
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“Jewish republic, Birobidjan. Russia has outlawed anti-Semitism. We have done’ 
nothing analogous to these things. It has become the habit of many of us to expect 
more from Russia than from our own countries. This is by way of being a great 
compliment to Russia, but on the other hand it places a disproportionate burden ° 
upon her. She is always blamed for not doing enough while Britain and America 
get off with less blame for doing little or nothing. The day after our committee 
visited the White House, Mr. Roosevelt told the great Jewish leader, Dr. Stephen 
Wise, that he would continue to do his best to bring about a Jewish Common- 
wealth. Up to date, however, his best has not been good enough. 

We have done our best too. And it has not been good enough. But we can 
still do more. We have already addressed a letter to Archbishop Mooney, admin- 
istrative chairman of the National Catholic Welfare Conference, who has evinced 
his good-will towards the Jews, asking the Roman Catholic hierarchy through him 
to join its voice with ours to the end that the Jews be made masters in their own 
house. This has been done earnestly and sincerely because we know that there are 
differences within the Roman Catholic hierarchy just as there are differences with-. 
in any other church group; and we also know that the prevailing opinion swings 
from left to right and from right to left. It will be natural now after the long 
swing to the right to expect a swing to the left. After all, any dominant group 
_ whether in church or state must ultimately come to terms with its constituents and 
~ the Catholic constituency all over the world is moving to the left. Therefore when 

we address a plea to the Catholic hierarchy, we do so in the hope that sooner or 
later we may find the hierarchy in a mood to listen. 
It would indeed be a good omen if our plea should be heard. But above and 
_ beyond everything else, it would be a good omen if all Jewish groups could 
_ achieve unity among themselves and speak out clearly and unitedly for a Jewish 
_ commonwealth. That voice of Jewry itself added to the Christian voices would, 
_ we believe, carry sufficient weight to carry the day. 
The desire of the Jews for their own bit of territory, their right to that terri- 
__ tory, as clearly granted in the Balfour Declaration according to authoritative inter- 
_ preters such as Lloyd George and Winston Churchill—this desire and this right 
_ are simple, sensible, and unexceptionable. There is nothing hypothetical or con- 
ditional about it. It has been written not only into the pages of history in words, 
; but into the wastes of Palestine in great material and cultural achievements. 
The various debates on the matter, carried on tongue in cheek by both sides of 
: the debate, cover up the real argument, the real objection to the Jews possessing 
their own homeland. Some people say this objection has to do with oil. There can 
be no doubt that oil is never wholly absent from the issue. But we believe it is 
_ deeper than that. Political Christendom has always rested on the thesis that the 
_ Jews must not possess their land in peace. Indeed if the Jews could possess their 
land in peace then the whole foundation of fundamentalist political Christendom 
would be destroyed. Political Christendom declares that the Jews must forever 
wander homeless, must forever be the victims of God’s displeasure, must never 
“find peace or rest, or a home of their own. This is of course a possible, though 
“not a necessary and we believe not a correct, interpretation of the New Testament. 
We believe that just as in a democracy the citizenry cannot safely permit the 
practice of an anti-Semitism which grows out of and is fed by an interpretation 
_ (whether false or true) of sacred writings, so in the international field the United 
Nations must not permit this same intolerance writ large in planetary terms to pre- 
vent simple justice being done to the Jews. Political Christendom has its agents in 
every country road Russia. Its influence reaches even Russia indirectly through 
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England and America. Political Christendom can never rev to the 
foundation rests upon Jewish misery and upon injustice to the Jew 
would be to reveal that its ethics has sunk below the level of the world’s 
What the world considers injustice, it considers God’s justice. Therefore it : 
constantly present a smoke-screen of specious objections to a Jewish Palestin 
These are usually centered around the so-called Arab question. eee 
It has been said that the Palestine White Paper which was issued by the British 
government in May 1939 and killed definitely all Jewish hopes for a Jewish Pales- 
tinian state was an appeasement to the Arabs, calculated to win them to the Allied 
cause. This is the story which is generally accepted. If this story be accepted, then 
the denouement must also be accepted: Iraq produced an Axis-inspired_ revolt, — 
Syria and the Palestinian Arabs remained pro-Nazi, Egypt didn’t move to defend © 
herself even with Rommel at her gates. Our readers will recall Pierre van Paassen’s — 
article “The Best Kept Secret of the War’’ in THE PROTESTANT, June 1943. ; 
But there was something more, something deeper than this. That there was | 
something deeper is proved now by the fact that the Arab threat, if there ever was” 
any, has been removed, removed by the simple fact of Allied victory throughout - 
Africa and the coming Allied victory in Europe. The Arabs may have scared some 
people when the Palestine White Paper was issued. They can certainly scare no- 
body now. We believe the solution to this international riddle has not yet been 
recognized. We touched on it once before (Aug.-Sept. 1943, p. 10) as follows: 
“Have you ever thought of what the re-establishment of the Jewish national 3 
home in Palestine would mean to the anciently held and long revered ‘Christian’ — 
superstition to the effect that the Jews are under punishment by the Ruler of this — 
universe because they did not accept certain ‘Christian’ dogmas regarding the Sec- — 

ond Person of the Trinity? This idea that the Jews must lose their home and: be 
scattered forever about the face of the earth, homeless, wandering, in a place but 

not of a place, unwelcomed, not wanted, has been taught in Christian instruction 
classes for two thousand years. Its companion idea that Palestine is the Holy Land — 


of the Christians and belongs as of right to Christendom was the cause of the — 
crusades.” . 


We reiterate our position and emphasize it in view of developments during the — 
past two years, : soe 
Politics is bargaining. A compromise is made on one side in exchange for a 
compromise on the other. In these days when the whole world is being shaken up 
and re-settled, there is no settlement of even the tiniest slice of the world’s terri- - 
tory which will not be influenced by evety other settlement and by all those political 
influences which’ are able to make themselves felt in that settlement. Political 
Christendom is far from being a dead issue. It is a political and economic fact of 
large dimension and power even though operating for the most part in the dark. 
As a religious magazine, we have striven to expose the root nerve of this power in 
order that the people of the world may at least know what motivates many of their 


_ enemies whose actions would appear otherwise inscrutable. Among the peoples of 


the world who have suffered more than any other from the Nazi horror are the 
Jews. The Jews are in Palestine as of right and there is little likelihood that they 
will accept the British White Paper lying down. They have put too much energy 

and idealism into building their nation in Palestine. Professor Arnold J. Toynbee ; 
says that Palestine is taking a place between Europe and Asia not incomparable to. 
the position of Great Britain between Europe and the Americas. There are people 
however, known as Jews in America, who do not feel that Palestine is important. ; 
These people do not wish to emphasize their Jewishness. Some of them would be 
willing to forget it. They have identified themselves and their future with 
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_ America. There Coila be no Gated ile these ee if they remained apart 
from or neutral to those whose heart is in the Palestinian national achievement. 
‘Unfortunately, however, and sometimes against their own will, their identity or 
heritage as Jews is underscored by their American fellows and particularly by the 
“servants of political Christendom and their followers for a specific reason and 
with a political use for them in mind. Political Christendom proposes to use them 
within the Jewish field as neutralizing agents, that is, as propagandists to carry the 
ball for political Christendom and to dissipate the quite legitimate national ideal- 
ism of those other Jews. For favors done or promised, mostly promised, these 
people, many of them men of great wealth, have injected themselves into the 
Zionist picture as wreckers. They are nothing more or less than agents of political 
Christendom. They have been assigned chores from time to time during the entire 
rise of fascism in the modern world and they have chored late and early. This is 
the tragedy, the ever recurring tragedy which may destroy the dream of a Jewish 
Palestine. As long as we continue to be a magazine, we shall continue to appeal to 
the great masses of Jewry in America to wake up to the facts in this case and not to 
delude themselves into thinking they are facing the basic facts about Palestine 
when they leave out the fact basic to all other facts. 

Political Christendom is confined to no one church. It uses Protestant bodies 
as well as the Papacy. It uses also inter-faith organizations, and political Chris- 
tendom and Jewish nationalism are in turn factors in the game of oil and empire. 
Political Christendom, being stronger than Jewish nationalism, is the more 

— important factor of the two. At 10 Downing Street and at the White House the 
features of political Christendom are never apparent but its influence is ever 
present and powerful. That is what should not be forgotten. 


SALUTE TO WORLD LABOR 
Editorial by JAMES M. FREEMAN 


_ Organized labor has marshalled its ranks for an anti-fascist, just and enduring 
peace. It is stepping into the international arena with the combined power of sixty 
million workers to support the democratic aspirations of the peoples of the world. 
This strengthening of the people’s hand is the result of the historic World 
Trade Union Conference in London during February. The strength comes from — 
the fact that the conference repudiated those reactionary trade union leaders, in 
particular those of the American Federation of Labor, who have stood as a barrier 
to the inclusion of the Soviet trade unions, the Congress of Industrial Organiza- 
tions and the Confederation of Latin American Workers in the old and narrow 
International Federation of Trade Unions. The unions which reaction rejected 
~ have now become cornerstones in a mightier project. In London the foundations 
were laid for a new, all-inclusive world organization. It is hoped that the AFL 
~ will alter its stand and join this movement. 
The all important fact is that the wall which reaction built between labor in 
the west and labor in the Soviet Union has been shattered to bits. In its place is a 
broad field of friendly cooperation upon which a house of world labor with room 
for all can be erected. The labor movement thus demonstrates its support of the 
_ Teheran and Yalta agreements and provides popular power for the implementation 
__ of the Dumbarton Oaks world security proposals. That such unity comes so late in 
the war is a reminder of how much the conservative interests in many lands fear 
the socially mature trade unions. 
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profit seekers, cannot ignore the plight of colonial peoples. The London confer- — 


A call, summarizing the results of the conference, appeals “to a rkers of 
the world and to all men and women of good will to consecrate to the building of ~ 
a better world the service and sacrifice they have given to the winning of the war.” ~ 
The results show, in the words of the call, that the world trade union movement — 
“is resolved to work with all like-minded peoples to achieve a complete and un- 
compromising victory over the fascist powers . . . to establish a stable and enduring 
peace . . . providing full employment, rising standards of living and social security 
to the men and women of all nations.” = 

As an immediate step towards these objectives, the executive of the continua- 
tions committee will meet in Washington in April to formulate labor’s peace and 
postwar program for presentation to the United Nations’ conference in San Fran- 
cisco, at which they have asked representation in an “advisory and consultative 
capacity.” The executive committee, fully empowered to speak for world labor, 


‘includes two leaders from each of the following organizations: the CIO, the 


British Trades Union Congress, the All-Union Central Council of Trade Unions 
of the U. S. S. R., the Confederation of Latin American Workers, the French 
Confederation of Labor, and the International Federation of Trade Union; plus 
one leader from the Chinese Association of Labor. ; 

Some of the demands labor will make at San Francisco are evident from the 
reports adopted in London. 

The World Trade Union Conference called upon the United Nations “to re- 
consider economic and other relations with Franco Spain and Argentina and all 
other fascist countries which, under the pretense of neutrality, are rendering aid 
and assistance to our enemies.” We hope this does not get lost in the shuffle. It is 
needed to expose the shame of the recent inter-American conference in Mexico 
City where discussion of the menace of Franco Spain was ruled out by the nations 
most directly affected. 

There were many other statements at London which can be just as useful as 
the above in keeping the ball before the eyes of many blinking gentlemen who 
will be at the United Nations’ conference. 

The connection of big business cartels with fascism, war and exploitation was 
not ignored. Stating that ‘‘this conference attaches supreme importance to the 
removal of the economic causes of war,” they added that the new world peace 
organization should “investigate and terminate the activities of international cartels 


-and monopolies which militate against the public interest under whatever guise 


they function.” As a starter in this direction they want the German industrialists, 


bankers and big landlords divested of their property and money which they say 
should be placed under United Nations control. We take it that in the mind of 
world labor control by the United Nations is not synonymous with control by 
Imperial Chemicals, Vickers, Du Pont, General Motors, Ford, Standard Oil, 
United States Steel and the other privately-owned giants of profit. Beda 
In this fight they will demand representation on the economic and social council 
proposed in the Dumbarton Oaks plan. They will also try to see that the council 
is used to initiate “international economic reconstruction embodying the principles 
of public control and administration and applying them particularly to the great 
fiver systems.’’ Carried out, this would provide some economic foundation for — 
democracy in Europe by keeping the wealth of reconstruction out of the hands of 
industrialists whose fascist and collaborationist role has been largely ignored by 
British and American authorities in occupied territory. 


World labor, as a force against the exploitation of men and women by the 
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ence ed that “it is ‘necessary to > being to an end the system of colonies, depen- 
dencies and subject countries as spheres of economic exploitation.” With this 
objective they advocated aid for the development of free trade unions in such 
areas and demanded the kind of world order in which colonial peoples may attain. 
self government. 

They refused to exempt the Mikado from responsibility for Japanese aggression. 


They stated that the Jewish people ‘‘must be enabled to continue to rebuild 
Palestine as their national home.” 


There are many more points in the reports but enough has been said to 
indicate that. the objectives of the new world labor movement will obtain the 
support of all religious people who have not abandoned the God of equality and 
brotherhood and justice for the flesh-pots of institutional power and dividend- 
demanding wealth. 


The people’s gain which the London conference represents was made against 
serious opposition. Reaction had its spokesmen both before and during the con- 
ference. Efforts will be made to destroy the progressive unity which has been 
attained. 


In the vast majority, the organized masses speaking through the World Trade 
Union Conference are the guarantee of democracy and the promise of its growth 
in the affairs of production and trade. We salute their democratic unity. 


WE ARE GRATEFUL 


[We are grateful for the following editorial which appeared in the March 
15 issue of THE WATCHMAN-EXAMINER, 4 Baptist publication. It was en- 
titled “Protestant Ministers’ Statement.’ } 


Those sixteen hundred Protestant ministers, led by Kenneth Leslie, editor of 
THE PROTESTANT MAGAZINE, who signed the declaration to the Big Three pro- 
testing the admission of religious establishments in the construction of peace have 
stirred up the Roman Catholic interests, although no particular sect was mentioned 
in the declaration. It is, of course, self-evident to the Roman Catholics that their 
church does desire to institute policies which will affect the nature of the peace. It 
is the feeling that such action may also be attempted by state churches which led 
the Protestant Ministers to affirm their position. A Catholic spokesman is without 
reason when he charges that the manifesto was an exhibition of bigotry and un- 
_ American devotion to the publication of distorted, perverted, and vicious attacks 

upon Catholics. Nothing of that nature was intended. The declaration is aimed 
‘against political religion. We have often drawn attention to the fact that no reli- 

gion can be represented at the peace table, except as the plenipotentiaries are them- 

selves religious. But there is a possibility that the predominant hierarchy may seek 

to use its international influence to restrain Protestant activities in different parts 
_ of the world and thus to limit religious freedom. We hope such will not come to 
pass. In the interests of peace, harmony, and good will, the whole world must be 
_ open to the practice of religious liberty in all lands. 
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"FREE ENTERPRISE"—A FASCIST SLOGAN 


By HARRY F. WARD 


HE FREE ENTERPRISE slogan is playing a 
dew in the development of fascist tenden- 
cies in the United States similar in some re- 
spects to that played by the term National 
Socialism in the early days of the Nazi move- 
ment. Naturally there are differences in the 
way the part is played, due to the difference 
in economic and political background. These 
serve to increase. its effectiveness in achieving 
a purpose common to all fascist movements. 
Their unifying objective is to prevent the 
people from using political democtacy to 
transfer economic power from the few to the 
many. Hitler also used the free enterprise 
appeal as a secondary tactic. In 1926 he said: 
“We shall protect free enterprise as the most 
expedient or rather the sole possible economic 
order.” 


As In Germany 


Like “national socialism” our “free entet- 


prise” slogan is designed to attract the mass’ 


following without which the fascist forces 
cannot come to power in a nation with a 
democratic form of government. It appeals 
to two of the most general characteristics of 
the American people, their love of liberty and 
their belief in the success philosophy of life. 
Since success in terms of money making in- 
creasingly conflicts with our basic democratic 
freedoms the free enterprise campaign, like 
that of national socialism, seeks to unite under 
one banner groups with different, and even 
Opposing, interests. To the small manufacturer, 
merchant, farmer, and the public as consum- 
efs, free enterprise means primarily freedom 
from the controls and restraints of big busi- 
ness upon natural resources, opportunities, 
credit, prices. Only lately has it come to mean 
to these people freedom from unreasonable 
government regulations. 


The skilful manipulators of public opinion 
who conduct the free enterprise campaign are 
taking full advantage of this situation to cover 
up their real purpose. To them free enter- 


prise means freedom to destroy or hamstring. 


labor organization, to make profits regardless 
of human consequences, to limit competition, 
to control the national economy without any 
directives from the government in behalf of 
national well-being. This is the freedom to 
destroy freedom. 


Thus the freedom needed by the people 
and that sought by the reactionary section 
of big business lie at opposite points of the 
compass. So, if the people permit themselves 
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_ only the remnants of the landlordism that 


stroyed by the civil war. Like 


to be led by the free enterprisers they will be. 
taken in the opposite direction from that in 
which most of them want to go. In Germam 
many socialist, and some communist voters, 
deceived by the phrase national socialism, werd 
enlisted under the Swastika and used to de- 
stroy the approaches to a socialist society. So 
here many middleclass liberals, and some lead- 
ers of labor, of farmers and educators, whose 
interest it is to check the concentration of 
economic power are being led by a deceptive 
slogan into aiding its extension. 

These similarities have been preceded and 
followed by others—the development of 
authoritarian patterns of business organiza- 
tion; the rise of anti-Semitism; the use of Nazi 
techniques in the recent campaign by the 
anti-Roosevelt coalition. But none of these, 
nor all of them together, means that our 


‘fascist tendencies will follow the German 


pattern. What they do show, in conjunction 
with similar developments in other nations, 
is that fascist symptoms are a characteristic 
development of the later years of capitalist 
society, and that they tend to move in the same 
general directions. This historic fact means that 
unless our fascist tendencies are checked in 
time we will lose the peace even while we are 
winning the war. The financial aid and the war 
supplies that went from here to those we are 
now fighting, the help that has also gone to 
big business collaborationists in liberated 
countries seeking to escape the just conse- 
quences of their treason, reveal the the affin- 
ities between anti-democratic big business on 
both sides of the battle front. If these affinities 
are permitted to go on expressing themselves 
they will naturally coalesce in an effort to pre- 
serve and restore the fascism we are fighting 


to destroy. i 


With American Variations 


One of the main differences between the 
appeals for national socialism and for free en- 
terprise is the way they use the past in their 
efforts to prevent the coming of a more demo- 
cratic future. With big business support, 
Hitler restored feudal forms of authority and 
revived the brutality of primitive passions, 
directing them with callous scientific preci- 
sion. Our free enterprise movement reverses 
the procedure. Here there is no feudal past 
to be thrown as a roadblock to halt the peo- 
ple on their march to a democratic future 
made by their coordinated effort. We have 


followed our slave economy after it was 
the Jun 


pes So b ist, 


and the landlords of south-eastern Europe, 
these people are a strong section of our anti- 
democratic forces. But the past which our 
free enterprise slogan calls back to mind 
but not to life is the past of the individual 
pioneer, when free land, undeveloped minerals 
and power, made free enterprise a reality. 


The promise to restore those brave, crea- 
‘ive days is in part an utter illusion and in 
part a brazen lie. At the beginning of his 
career Hitler’s tortured, twisted mind told 
nim at times that he could bring in a form 
of socialism. But not after he wrote Mein 
Kampf, not after he accepted the money of 
hose whose need it was to destroy the road 
0 socialist society. Many of our big business 
nen really believe that freedom for the small 
nterpriser can be restored. But not those 
who planned the free enterprise campaign. 
They knew exactly what they were doing 
ind why. The only use they have for the free- 
Jom that the course of history has left in the 
past iS to use its appeal to cover their ex- 
ension of power in the present. By enticing 
he people into the dead end detour of seek- 
ng the preservation of free enterprise they 
10pe to keep them from finding the only 
‘oad to freedom of enterprise in an interde- 
sendent industrialized society—the joint con- 
rol and use of its resources and skills for 
he maximum benefit to all. 


The origin of free enterprise as a fascist 
slogan is also peculiar to the American scene. 
National socialism, the expression of a po- 
itical party created by middle class victims 
of our economic order and the war it had 
srought about, became the instrument of Ger- 
nan big business when it was bankrupt after 
1 sharp defeat at the polls. Later the General 
staff and the Vatican also used the Nazi 
party, each forvits own purpose. The crusade 
0 preserve free enterprise, which has reached 
he proportions of the biggest drive on public 
pinion ever organized in this country, is the 
direct creation of big business. It was organ- 
ized and is carried on by the National Indus- 
tial Information Committee, a subsidiary of 
the National Association of Manufacturers. 


The Big Business Organizers 


_ This committee is run by 350 of the 800 
members and is supported by 4300 corpora- 
ions paying pro rata on their capitalization. 
The heaviest contributors have been partners 
in the German cartels used by the Nazis to 
keep us from being properly prepared for 
war. The guiding spirits are men who have 

blicly praised Hitler and Mussolini. Some 
have been decorated by them for services 
ndered. They are men who have always 
ught organized labor. Compelled by public 
nm to grant a truce they now plan to 


yr onene 


take away from labor after the war the free- 
doms it has recently won. Opponents of 
democracy in labor relations, they have natu- 
rally organized to try and stop its further ex- 
tension to economic controls. Just as Hitler 
used the promise of a new order to accom- 
plish the destruction of democracy by the 
use of its own procedures so these men use 
the promise of restoring a bygone order to 
stop the coming of the more democratic 
economy that is now technically possible. 
At present this reactionary section of our 
big business does not need a fascist party to 


accomplish its ends. It is doing well enough _ 


through its control of public opinion by its 
own propaganda and its control of legislation 
through its powerful-lobbies and the coalition 
of the reactionaries of both parties in Congress. 


These methods are less expensive and more 


humane, less risky, and more effective at pres- 
ent, than the support of an openly fascist 
party. As long as this type of fascism con- 
tinues to succeed we need not expect the re- 
newal of the imitative attempts at fascist or- 
ganization that were ended by the coming 
of the war to us,‘and the arrest and trial of 
most of the candidates for leadership. The at- 
tempt to form a fascist party will be renewed 
if and when we get mass unemployment with 
its chaos and its awakening of primitive fears 
and passions. Such a movement will not em- 
ploy the scientific sadism of the Nazis but 
will express our native tendencies toward 
violence. 

The order of appearance of the economic 
and political aspects of fascism on our stage 
in the great tragedy of the time is also pe- 
culiar to the American scene. This is because 
of the strength of our belief in political 
democracy and the backwardness of our eco- 
nomic understanding. Both here and in Ger- 
many big business has long been organizing 
the economy in feudal forms of concentrated 
power. In both countries big business needed 
to prevent the democratic state from being. 
used to break up and distribute this power. 
Equally it needed to use the state to extend 
its power. These things the Nazis did for Ger- 
man big business at a price. The result was 
a state controlled capitalism run in the joint 
interest of big business and the Nazi leaders. 


Here our economic fascists are taking the 
initiative in using political democracy to 
further their anti-democratic economic power. 
It is less obvious than the German way but 
it leads to the same end—the establishment 
of an anti-democratic economy under a fascist 
political regime. In alliance with the General 
Staff, and with the aid of the Vatican at 
critical points, the Nazi party extended eco- 
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nomic fascism throughout Europe dividing 
the loot with big business. As the OWI has 
warned us, until that economic control is 
destroyed we have not won the war. But 
that cannot be done unless our own economic 
fascists who have been partners in the Ger- 
man cartels and are seeking to subvert our 
democracy with their free enterprise propa- 
ganda are also defeated and disarmed. 


The Techniques of Advertising 


In Europe, and in Asia, the fascist tech- 
nique has been a compound of propaganda 
and coercion. The Nazis used both these 
methods with utmost scientific precision and 
complete contempt for historic moral stand- 
ards. Our free enterprise campaign relies en- 
tirely upon propaganda. Those who organ- 
ized it, however, have shown in their fight with 
labor that they also can use brutal coercion 
in pursuit of their ends. That factual record 
is spread over the pages of voluminous Sen- 
ate Committee reports. Those who made it 
may therefore be expected to use coercion 
to the utmost extent when their seat of eco- 
nomic power is seriously thteatened. At pres- 
ent propaganda is sufficient for their purpose. 
The phrase, “free enterprise,” was coined 
by an advertising writer. Its deceptive words 


were designed to do more than secure the 


_ defeat of government regulation of big busi- 
ness. They were also calculated to sell the pub- 
lic an economic order controlled by monopoly 
enterprise under a false label. Robert T. Lund, 
testifying before the Senate Committee on 
Education and Labor concerning the earlier 
propaganda campaign in behalf of free en- 
terprise, of which the present movement is a 
high-powered expansion, said: “This program 

. initiated a new era and a new formula 
in public contact by industry . . . day by day 
and week by week explaining to millions of 
people a certain set of principles . . . millions 
of people believe today in those principles 
who did not five years ago.” Thus the tech- 


niques that sell the people many things they. 


do not need, developed with the aid of the 
psychological laboratories in our universities, 
are now being used to sell the people eco- 
nomic procedures which will not let them 
develop. to the full either their productive 


or cultural capacities and seriously threaten 
their basic freedoms. 


In addition to its own propaganda output 
—weekly news service, monthly magazine 
service, posters and billboards, cartoon strips 
and motion pictures, radio programs and book- 
lets for high schools—the crusade to preserve 
free enterprise gets its views promoted con- 
tinuously in newspaper and magazine edi- 
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torials. Also a good part of the expensive 
“Snstitutional advertising” which, in the in- 


terest of post-war sales, spends money that 
should go in taxes to pay for the war now, 
is devoted to proclaiming the need to. “pre- 
serve the American way of free enterprise.” 
The power and extent of this propaganda 
machine is matched only by that at the com- 
mand of Goebbels. Even he might well envy 
its success. It has made free entefprise a 
shibboleth to which almost everybody in pub- 
lic life feels compelled to pay allegiance. Even 
those who are opposing the reactionaries usu- 
ally aid the deception that gives them power 
by saying, “Of course I believe in the Amer- 
ican system of free enterprise.” This means 
that they too cherish an illusion which will 
defeat them unless it is dispelled. For life 
cannot proceed conttary to economic reality. 
And how much free enterprise is there in 
the American economy today? 


The Economic Reality 


Our national economy is now composed of 
three sections. There is corporate private en- 
terprise—big business. There is individual 
private enterprise—small business and farm- 
ing. There is public enterprise—government 
economic activities. 

The war has brought the government sec- 
tion to the fore, not in ownership, but in 
direction of the national economy by the 
state. No part of our economy is now free 
enterprise, either in the sense of free move- 
ment of the individual or of forces in the 
competitive market. Corporate enterprise is 
restrained by the state. Individual enterprise 
is limited by corporation controls of the mar- 
ket. Public enterprise is unable to develop 
according to its capacities because of the 
political influence of business *and the lack 
of economic understanding among our Citi- 
zens. Our war economy was organized not 
as chosen leaders of the people wanted it but 
at the dictates of a group of giant corpora- 
tions enforced through their six months’ 
capital sit down strike. The issue is now 
joined again over the control of our post-war 
economy. As I write a major battle is being 
fought over the direction of the Reconstruc- 
tion Finance Corporation. * 

The free enterprise campaign serves a 
larger purpose than just getting rid of war 
time restraints, a purpose which emerges 
from the inner necessity of corporate enter- 
prise, not merely from the minds of its more 
aggressive leaders. As long as life is organ- 
ized as a struggle for power there is no clear 
line between defense and aggression. The busi- 
ness lobbies which fought against legislation 
designed to check predatory activities, and 
then against laws to protect the rights of 
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labor and human welfare, also sought tariffs, 
‘Subsidies, the use of the flag to cover foreign 
trade and investment, cost-plus contracts, and 
the use of the public credit to build war plants 
for private profit. 

Our war needs have increased the economic 
activity of the political state. The battle for 
production was so vast, required so much co- 
ordination, that the government had to take 
over much of the directing function that tra- 
ditionally belongs to the private enterpriser. 
It provided the market, the, new plant and 
most of the credit. It directed the flow of 
materials, workers and products, and con- 
trolled the price of most consumer's goods. 
It is obvious that the post-war economy, still 
vaster, will require the continuance of this 
kind of direction, especially in the provision 
of credit and planning for full employment. 
The combined resources of private credit are 
‘not sufficient for the tasks before us. Our 
more intelligent industrialists, after surveying 
through their Committee on Economic Infor- 
‘mation the resources of the private enterprise 
they worship, had to admit that it could not 
provide the jobs necessary for an expanding 
economy and a rising standard of living. In 
his recent budget message President Roosevelt 
pointed out that the government would have 
to take the responsibility of sustaining the 
‘market. 


f ; 
The Issue of the Hour 


Our record, in conjunction with the trend 
toward government supported cartels in Eng- 
land, and toward nationalization in the lib- 
erated countries of Europe, means that we 
have definitely entered the period of state 
‘capitalism. It shows that our economy cannot 
function effectively without increased state 
direction as well as state aid. It means that 
‘big business control of politics is no longer 
“the invisible government” exposed by Wood- 
‘tow Wilson but the direct actions of most 
‘of the dollar-a-year men and officials like 
‘Jesse Jones. In a nutshell the basic issue of 
the hour is whether our increasing state 
capitalism is to be plutocratic-bureaucratic or 
democratic. Concretely it narrows down to 
‘the question of whether the public enterprise 
‘section of our economy is to be controlled by 
agents of big business for its own. purposes, 
or for the needs of the people by their repre- 
sentatives chosen specifically for this purpose 
and not as politicians seeking office. This was 


* * 


ke 


¢ 


the real issue behind the recent election, as 
it is behind the political contest at each point 
of the reconversion program. 


Many business men now led by the free 
enterprisers really want democracy, both in 
the economy and in the state, just as many 
Germans who followed Hitler really wanted 
socialism. But the leaders of the movement 
seek, and the inner necessities of their type 
of big business require, control of the state. 
The consequences of the achievement of this 
goal reveal much more clearly than, and inde- 
pendently of, any similarities with national 
socialism, the fascistic nature of the free en- 
terprise slogan. If, under its camouflage, the 
die-hard reactionary section of big business 
should get control of the state two things 
would happen. Their policy of competition in 
foreign trade would disrupt the United Na- 
tions and: destroy the foundations of peace 
that are now being laid. They would create 
a runaway inflationary boom which would 
soon crash into unprecedented bankruptcy and 
unemployment. Then an openly fascist move- 
ment would take over. If the more intelligent 
section of big business should get control of 
the national economy through the state they 
will come to the same disaster in a some- 
what longer time. This is because theit eco- 
nomic goal does not permit the modification 
of the capitalist law of crisis. The only way 
that can be done in the capitalist economy is 
by a democratic state capitalism strong enough 
to put in the necessary brakes and accelerators 
and to gear private profit to the national 
well being. 


The Way Out 


To prevent the free enterprisers from lead- 
ing us into a fascist state it is necessary to 
expose the deception in their propaganda and 
destroy the illusions that make it effective. 
At the same time it is necessary to get the 
control of our national economy into the 
hands of a team representing each of its sec- 
tions and their component groups. The next 
essential requirement is that the public en- 
terprise section of the team call the signals. 
The key play in reaching the goal of full em- 
ployment and a rising standard of health, liv- 
ing and culture, is the use of the financial 
resources of the state in addition to those 
of private enterprise to secure constructive 


jobs for all. 


* 


; —The Nationalist Party, started by ex-Senator Robert Rice Reynolds of North 
Carolina, is reported to be organizing a network of units to coordinate the various 


for big-time reaction. 


_ ~ fascist-type groups in the nation. Here is the threat of a potential political instrument 
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THIS IS GOD'S COUNTRY 
By O. WALTER WAGNER 
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HAT WAS his parting platitude and he 
‘drooled over the first word as he let me off 


‘in front of his summer home in vacation-land 


in northern Michigan. I have been repeating 


 * it ever since in a desperate effort to place the 


Pei-t 


emphasis on the third word. He has the edge 


- on me because he believes what he says, while 


I shout my emphasis to quiet my fears and 


_ check my doubts. 


It came as a revelation, this fear and doubt 
about our country. It came as the result of a 
peculiar set of circumstances at the end of a 
particularly strenuous summer. 

® 


I felt the need of a vacation. The Rabbi of 


_ the Reformed Synagogue graciously consented 


to conduct my services one Sunday and my 
good colleague at the African Methodist 
Church shifted his schedule in order. to give 
me a second Sunday. A Rabbi, a Negro Pastor 
and my church president, a member of the 


-CLO,, cooperated to send me off for a holiday. 


My family went up three weeks before I 
could join them. I was to take the train or bus 
on the Sunday following my last service at the 
church but I found that both were crowded and 


‘hours off schedule and so it came about that 
I decided to hitch-hike to northern Michigan. 


Sixteen lifts made up that jaunt, each of 
them immeasurably interesting in its own 
way. 

The last ride was in a Packard. It came in 
the nick of time. Darkness was approaching. 
My limbs were aching. My back was breaking. 
I had been carrying a package all the way. 
My Jon was having a birthday and so a sur- 


_ prise was essential even if it meant lugging it 


along the highway. I greeted the driver with 
“You're a gentleman.” He wasn't, as I was soon 
to learn. He immediately inquired into my 


affairs and I had to reveal prematurely that 


I was a pastor, hitch-hiking to join my family 
and that I carried a birthday gift for my son 
Jon. He made light of the fact that he had 
won, that day, the champion golf tournament 
of that area even though it was the Sabbath. 
“Better the day, better the deed,” etc., etc. He 
Was just now returning to his home town where 
he was, not bashful to tell, the leading citizen 
and his son was a lawyer who had just drawn 
up the legal papers that were strike proof, for 
his oil company. 

“Yes, sit! It’s right in the by-laws. Looks 
like a profit-sharing clause or a cooperative but 
it's a way of freezing out labor organizations 
right from the start.” 
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“Don’t you think that’s a bit unfair to. the 
workers?” I questioned. 

“By gad, no! Anything you can do to stop 
the communists is patriotic. Labor organiza- 
tions are all run by the Reds... . Well, here 
we are. Home again. Brother, this is God's 
country. Yes, sit! This is God’s country.” 

I had ridden with him long enough to know 
that it wasn’t the lakes and the hills and the 
trees that made it God’s country for him. His - 


= 


monopoly on the new-found oil wells and his — 


legal freedom from labor organizations made 
ita Shangri-la for him. 

For me it was really going to be God’s coun- 
try. Time to be with loved ones—free from 
the struggles, problems and conflicts of an in- 
dustrial city—free to enjoy lakes and hills and 
forest and yes! that especially delectable vaca- 
tion thought was bursting into the foreground 
of my thinking as I approached our cottage. 
This year I'd beat Sandy at a round of golf. 
Six years he has kept me trailing a stroke at 


each hole, but I'd gotten my put shots in good . 


shape. He’d be surprised. : 
I was utterly unprepared for what happened 


the next day. : 
* 


. All of us had underscored the line in the 
ad about this cottage, stating that we were in 
easy range of the nationally famous Crystal 
Downs course. With buoyant spirits and the 
good wishes of our families we set out for our 
first tilt. 
I've been around a good bit and covered 
many states and cities. I know the usual preju- 
dices and am familiar with the subtle ways of 


keeping people in their places. An over-dose — 


of salt in sandwiches tells the Negroes in one 


city that they aren’t welcome in the Triangle. _ 


An exhorbitant rent keeps the C.LO. offices off 
Main Street. “Door rights reserved” tells its 
own de-humanizing story to all who have eyes 


to see, but I wasn’t prepared for Hitler’s Ger- . 


many in God’s country. 

We drove up to the beautiful entrance of 
Crystal Downs. There, on a huge stone, the 
kind one sees in pictures of the Sepulchre, in 
foot-high letters blocking your very entrance, 
stood the coal black words GENTILES ONLY. 


We stopped—looked—lamented. We drove 
up the lane to turn around and there on the ~ 


bulletin board, as big as life lest you fail to 


see the first sign, were the cruel words NO_ 


JEWS. They fairly screamed at you. I was 
proud of my brother-in-law that day. All he 
said was, “Let's go home and play horse 
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A day later, when we came in from fishing, 
my oldest boy greeted us with the good news 
that he had seen an ad in the Benzie paper 
lauding the virtues of the Traverse City Coun- 
try Club golf course—“and it says ‘Visitors 
Welcome’.” Everybody was for going. We 
made a picnic of it. 


Yessir! There it was! On a big public 
billboard on the outskirts of the city as you 
come in on U.S. 31: “Welcome” in letters all 
across the twenty-foot billboard. “1944 Golf 
Season Open. Visitors Welcome.” In a few 
minutes we were there. Sandy was putting on 
his golf shoes—and I was mentally polishing 
up my surprise. One more turn and we'd be 
at the entrance—and there, smack across the 
gate—"Gentiles Only.” No Jews again. 


_ This time it was different. I was driving. 
Talking seemed to help. “So this is God’s 
country. Gentiles only. No Jews. Damn la- 
bor. It’s patriotic. Jesus was a Jew. Lived 
and died as a Jew. But his own people can’t 
ass or play here. Our Lennie was told he 
was fighting for religious freedom—for all 
his people. Millions of boys are being sacri- 
siced on fields of blood while here American 
Royalists decree ‘No Jews—Gentiles Only,’ 
Sandy, these malicious signs are not the smear- 
sags of a fanatic, furtively splashed under 
wover of darkness. Back of these signs are 


of Directors. This is the work of men who 
negate the four freedoms, who write their 
Own brand of fascism into by-laws and on bul- 
Jetin boards. This is Hitler's Germany in 
America.” 

E * 


1 
{ We had come to’a gas station. I drove in 
nd asked, “Where is there a golf course that 
is open to Jews?” 
| The attendant looked at me for the dis- 
guishing marks and finding none said, 
There is only one course open to everyone. 
‘That’s out past the fairground on route 37. It’s 
@ miniature course. Anyone can play there. 
They only bar Negroes.” 
- Our families were surprised to see us so 
soon. They knew, without asking, because 
they shared our convictions. Horseshoes can 
be a lot of fun. We didn’t try to play golf 
re more. We learned, from asking, that 
there wasn’t an open course in a radius of a 
Hadred miles. This, in God’s country—the 
Jand of the free, and the home of the brave! 
That night I awoke from a restless sleep. 
‘as it the wind blowing across the lake and 
ing in the pines, or was it the echoes of 
colleagues preaching in my pulpit, or 
Lennie crying from an unknown grave 
Perhaps it was all these and more. 


directives, policies, cool decisions by Boards. 


I only know I groped for my pencil and pad, 
and wrote in the dark “This is God’s coun- 


‘try’ and I tried to put the emphasis on the 


third word. I found I almost had to shout 
my emphasis to get the idea fixed. “This is 


-God’s country.” The earth is the Lord’s and 


the fulness thereof; the world and they that 
dwell therein, 


I mulled over the fact that these symptoms 
of religious bigotry, racial discrimination, and 
labor hatred, following me even into the re- 
cesses of the forest, were indications of the 
degree of the decadence of our body politic. 
They are the boils on the surface of sick 
society. Below are the cauldrons—tace riots 
in Detroit, labor-baiting all over. America, 
Jewish prejudices across the world. It seemed 
pretty hopeless that night, but the idea per- 
sisted: “The earth.is the Lord’s and the fulness 
thereof; the world and they that dwell there- 
in.” This is God’s country. 

All my ministry I’ve worked on the basic 
idea that we must get at the root evils. We 
must eliminate root causes. Capitalism, ma- 
terialism and secularism have been my foes and 
against these I have leveled my preaching and 
planned my programs. We carry on a rather 
realistic crusade at St. John’s. War victims 
are fed, orphans adopted, labor supported, 
minorities welcomed. Sound social impera- 
tives are preached and practiced. 

What new emphasis was trying to break 
through after Crystal Downs? What Hound 
of Heaven was following me, following me 
beside quiet waters, and would be heard? 
What revelation was shining through the 
black word “No Jews?” It came with the 
dawn in God’s country. Even as I have striven 
against powers and principalities in high 
places, I must now suffer with my fellow 
citizens. I must identify myself with. the 
victims of our social sins. I must take up 


their cross. 
7 % 


In the dark I wrote down four simple 
disciplines. I dedicate them to the dawn. 


1. I will not again accept a public privi- 
lege denied any other person. 


2. I will voice my protest as far as hu- 
manly possible against every act of discrimi- 
nation. 


3. I will not only work against the evils 
of capitalism, materialism and secularism. I 
will identify myself with those who are hurt 
by these evils. 


4. In the spirit of goodwill and brother- 
hood, I will enlist others in exposing and pro- 
testing native fascism. 
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RESURGENT EUROPE 
By BORIS SKOMOROVSKY 


NLY A DEMOCRATIC EUROPE, a Europe 
“of the common man,” will be a peace- 
ful Europe. 

We should remember that the American 
Constitution of 1787 provides that ‘the 
United States shall guarantee to every State 
of this Union a Republican form of govern- 


“ment.” 


In the 18th century a republican form of 
government was synonymous with a demo- 
cratic and progressive government, as opposed 
to the “absolute despotism” and the “absolute 
tyranny” of a monarch. The republican form 
of government of every State secured peace- 
ful relations among the States of the Ameri- 
can federal union and made possible the Crea- 
tion of the American spirit. 

Should this wise provision of the Constitu- 
tion of the United States become an inter- 
national law and be applied to all European 
and extra-European States? I think the an- 
swer must be affirmative. 

But today “a republican form of govern- 
ment” no longer has a precise meaning. 

The Spanish clerical and falangist regime 
of the unctuous butcher Franco remains “re- 
publican” on paper. 

Having been expelled from Rome, Mus- 
solini established a fascist marionette “re- 
public” in Northern Italy. 

Even the Third Reich of Hitler is formally 
a “republic” with the Weimar Constitution— 
“the most democratic in the world’—still in 
force. 

On the other hand, Great Britain and Nor- 
way are States ruled over by a monarch: “Le 
rot.regne, mais il ne gouverne pas.” 

We have, therefore, to find a new formula 
which will be adequate to our epoch’s needs. 
We should, I think, ask that the Covenant of 
the future United Nations security organiza- 
tion guarantee to all European and extra- 
European countries genuine democracy and 
protection against attack, direct or indirect, by 
fascism—open or disguised. 

But a popular, progressive, and peaceful 
government cannot be imported from outside 
if there are no forces within the country to 
make democracy work. 

Are there such democratic forces in- Eu- 
rope? 

The European peoples have received their 
civic and democratic education from a teacher 
that the greatest American and European edu- 
cators could never equal—Adolf Hitler. No 
anti-fascist propaganda in favor of a demo- 
cratic way of life could be as impressive as 
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the example of the “New Order” created in 
Europe by the Nazis. In opposition to it, 
there is now a genuine rebirth of the humani- 
tarian and democratic spirit of the European 
Revolutions of 1848. And as the cruel and 
bloody struggle against the Nazi invader was 
combined with the fight against domestic re- 
action, which made common cause with the 
enemy in all European countries, the struggle 
for the national liberation from foreign op- 
pression has been interwoven with the fight 
for a new democracy which will be not only 
political, but also economic and social. 

Central and Southern Europe needs an 
immediate and radical solution of the agrarian 
problem which will eradicate all the remnants 
of feudalism completely. 

The States which were created anew or 
reorganized after the first World War tried 
half-measures in this respect. They all failed. 
We can see now with satisfaction that the 
first step of the new Polish Provisional Gov- 
ernment was to set about an agrarian reform. 
Rumanian Premier Petru Groza and Premier 
Bela Miklos of the Hungarian Provisional 
Government in Debrecen both announce a 
large land-reform program. There can be no 
doubt that not only in Poland, Rumania, and 
Hungary but also in Italy, Spain, and all Bal- 
kan countries the expropriation of the big 
landowners will create a sound basis for post- 
war democracy in these countries. 

In fact, at all times, the landowning aris- 
tocracy has been the source and support of 
obscurantism, reaction,” clericalism, bigotry, 
and fascism. : 

In his first attacks upon the Italian Labor 
Movement and the Farmer’s Cooperatives, 
Mussolini was supported by the owners of 
latifundia. Hitler received the strongest back- 
ing from trans-Elbian junkerdom. Admiral 
Horthy in Hungary, Marshal Pilsudski in Po- 
land, President Smetona in Lithuania, Gen- 
eral Antonescu in Rumania, etc., were all the 
products of unfinished and abortive revo- 
lutions. 

A profound land-reform will be the best 
guarantee against the aggressive return of 
fascism in Central and Southern Europe. 

In many countries Nazi propaganda ex- 
ploited the national conflicts very cunningly. 
It created them artificially even where they 
had not existed before. But generally, the 
national overlapping resulting from the old 
millennial migrations of peoples was a favor. 
able field for the growth of reactionary and 
nationalistic feelings, both among national 
majorities and national minorities. ; 


_ The democratization of postwar Europe will 
greatly improve the inter-national relations in 
‘every European country. The exchange and 
transfer of minority populations, under the 
‘control and supervision of an international 
authority, will help to solve the intricate na- 
tional problem in certain cases when no other 
solution is possible. 

German minorities in Poland, the Soviet 
Union, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Rumania, 
Italy, Belgium, Denmark, etc., will, I believe, 
be obliged to return to Germany. This will 

be a painful operation. It could have been 
avoided only if the Nazi madness had not af- 
fected the great majority of these Germans 
living abroad: the Herrenvolk complex. But 
now it is the only way to save them from the 
merited vengeance of the peoples who have 
suffered so cruelly under the oppression of the 
Nazi invader, helped from inside by this 
Trojan horse. : 

There are good omens for a new spirit of 
‘inter-European collaboration coming from the 
masses themselves. 

_ The Yugoslav national army of liberation 
‘headed by Marshal Tito has in its ranks sol- 
diers from many countries, including Bulgaria 
_and Italy, who, only yesterday, were reckoned 
as “hereditary enemies” by the reactionary 
circles of Belgrade. 

_ The FFI—French Forces of the Interior— 
were fighting side by side with the Italian 
\partigiani (partisans or guerrillas) and with 
‘the Spanish republicans against the German 
Nazis, Italian Fascists, and French Vichyites. 

Notwithstanding a five-century-old feud be- 
‘tween Russia and Poland, the Wojsko Polskie 
‘(Polish Army), raised with Russian assistance, 
‘is fighting shoulder to shoulder with the Red 

Army on German soil. Who could have 
imagined, one hundred and fifty years ago, 
when the great Polish patriot, General Thad- 
‘deus Kosciusko, was an implacable enemy of 
the great Russian military genius Field Mar- 
shal Aleksandr Suvorov, that their descend- 
ants would be brothers united in a common 
‘struggle against a common enemy, the Nazi? 
. The new profound friendship of the Polish 
and the Russian peoples is perhaps the great- 
est “miracle” of this war. 

There is a strong trend toward a Balkan 
‘confederation. The five Balkan countries— 
Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, Rumania, and 
Yugoslavia—have a combined population of 

Be fifty million, or almost exactly that of 


the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
orthern Ireland. But since their liberation 
rom Turkish domination, these countries 
ave known nothing but continual wars, coups 


In order to transform this “powder maga- 
zine” of Europe into a rich and peaceful 
granary, it is necessary to create a Balkan 
confederation which will embrace all these 
countries. Rivalry among the minute dynas- 
ties, fanned by the intrigues of the great 
Powers, has always been an obstacle in the 
difficult path to this union: only free Balkan 
republics could be federated. Now the time 
for a Balkan confederation is ripe, politically 
as well as ideologically and economically. 

Furthermore, new popular Europe will no 
more tolerate the Franco government in 
Madrid than the American people would a 
government in Washington by Fritz Kuhn, 
the German-American Bund leader, or by the 
Ku Klux Klan. 

Therefore, “Exit Franco” will follow the 
downfall of his sponsors, Hitler and Musso- 
lini, very closely. 


For a century, since the French Revolution 


of 1848, the people of Europe have called 
for a République démocratique et sociale” and 
for reforms protecting “the fourth estate” 
(the working classes). Now, it will no longer 
be possible to postpone the solution of the 
social problem. Such deferment was ‘tried 
in 1919-1920, and with great “success”: it 
produced Hitler, the second World War, and 
the destruction of immense economic and cul- 
tural riches. 

Liberated, Europe will not accept the return 
of the “bad old days.” Fascist Europe is as 
completely dead as prefascist Europe. After 
more than two thousand days and nights of 


bloodshed, Europeans do not wish any further 


disorganization, ruin, and slaughter. es 

A violent European Revolution could, how- 
ever, be brought about by the stubborn- 
ness of reactionary capitalists in Europe, 
backed by certain Allied die-hards. 

Every European people will have to or- 
ganize its life according to the particular 
geographical and economic conditions of the 
country, its-historical traditions, and national 
background. 

We can foresee an era of new dynamic, dem- 
ocratic, and progressive regimes, with a sys- 
tem of “planned” economy, a “directed” 
monetary system, “managed” or nationalized 
key-industries, and broad social legislation, set- 
ting limits to the old notion of “free enter- 
prise” and unrestricted competition. 

Napoleon once predicted that Europe would 
be either republican or cossack. In the lan- 
guage of our times, this alternative means: 
either democratic, social, organized, and 
peaceful or—fascist, antagonistic, lawless, and 
explosive. 

Tertium non datur! There is no other way! 


APRIL, 1945 ° 15 — 


e 


FASCISTS TEST PHILADELPHIA “as 


By BEN RICHARDSON 


a FASCISM loses the war in Europe it is 


striving to gain footholds in America. 
The enemy has a blueprint for his activities 
in these closing days of the war and for the 
indeterminate days to follow. These plans ate 
being tested. Philadelphia has been chosen as 
a testing ground. 
. THE PROTESTANT recognized these signs 
of fascist activity in the case of Morris An- 
muth. (See “Anti-Semitism in Philadelphia” 
in THE PROTESTANT, Januaty, 1945.) We 
recognized also that the fascist enemy is being 
aided by certain Jewish and Gentile defense 
agencies and by newspapers and individuals 
who persist in their hush-hush approaches to 
the problem and seek openly to hinder the 
Regional Action work of THE PROTESTANT. 

On September 7, 1944, Morris Anmuth, a 
West Philadelphia businessman, was arrested 
in the 30th Street Station while in the act of 
“booing” Presidential candidate Governor 
Thomas E. Dewey who was about to board a 
train. Anmuth was hustled out of the station 
by policemen James McCarthy and Samuel 
Ralston. The two officers took their charge 
across the taxicab driveway and viciously beat 
him. The officers admit having struck An- 
muth. Policeman McCarthy broke his hand in 
the course of the beating. Anmuth and wit- 
messes testify that during the assault, officer 
McCarthy said: “You Jew b , it’s your 
kind that started this war.” As Ralston 
punched Anmuth, witnesses charge he said: 
“If this was Germany we wouldn't hit you— 
we would kill you.” 

Brought before Magistrate Jules Forestein, 
Anmuth was fined ten dollars and costs on a 
charge of disorderly conduct. Two additional 
charges of resisting arrest and inciting to riot 
were dismissed by Forestein. Anmuth in turn 
preferred charges of assault and battery against 
the two policemen who were held on $1,000 
bail each by Magistrate James McBride. 

Through persistent efforts of our Philadel- 
phia Regional Action Committee a trial was 
scheduled for Monday, March 26, but the sud- 


den illness of one of Mr. Anmuth’s chief Wit- 


nesses compelled George Pressman, his attor- 


ney, to request a postponement of the trial 
until a later date in April. 


The unwarranted beating of this man be- 
because he was thought to be Jewish is one of 
the worst examples of fascist brutality in an 
American community. After this outrage anti- 
Semites, ex-bundists and Christian Fronters 
waited to see what the reaction of the com- 
munity would be to their handiwork. What 
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they saw and still see disgraces both Jews and 
Gentiles of Philadelphia. 2 a ea 
Repeated efforts of Pressman, the Anmuth ~ 
attorney, to secure assistance from Jewish de- — 
fense organizations failed. These organiza- — 
tions are reported as even saying that the beat- — 
ing was not an anti-Semitic incident. Worse, — 
when the Philadelphia Regional Action Com- | 
mittee took up the cudgels for Anmuth the © 
Jewish Comunity Relations Council lashed 
out against THE PROTESTANT with vicious — 
lies and had the effrontery to send two of its 
official representatives to our offices in New 
York City to “investigate” us. The questions 
asked by the “investigators” were not only 
ridiculous but actually insulting. The J.C.R.C. 
has gone to considerable pains to mimeograph — 
an elaborate “refutation” of our article “Anti- 
Semitism in Philadelphia,” as a basis for the 
“investigation” of THE PROTESTANT by its 
representatives. : 


The newspapers of Philadelphia reacted 
variously to the Anmuth case. The Record 
carried a story of the visits of the Regional — 
Action Committee to Police Superintendent — 
Sutton’s office in November, but when an ad- 
vertisement apprising the public of the facts 
and dangers inherent in the case was submit- 
ted to them by the New York and Philadel- 
phia committees, we are reliably informed 
that The Record called in influential members. 
of the Jewish community (known to be arch 
“hush-hushists”) who advised against printing 
the advertisement. The Record accepted this 
counsel, and in a letter to the members of the 
Philadelphia Regional Committee explained 
its position. It feared such an advertisement 
would incite further violence. oy 

The Evening Bulletin was more cooperative. - 
After a delegation of the Philadelphia Re-— 
gional Action Committee talked with of- 
ficials of that paper a reporter was assigned 
to check all particulars. He found them to be 
as represented. The Bulletin then pledged it- 
self to see the case through and to give its . 
developments full publicity. \ : 
The advertisement refused by The Record 
was submitted to The Bulletin. The manage- 


~ ment of The Bulletin declared itself not un- 


willing to print it but suggested that to do so” 
might prejudice the case against Anmuth, 
whose trial had by this time been placed 
on the legal calendar, and advised against it. 

The Christian community with the excep- 
tiou of the ministers associated with the Re- 
gional Action Committee has chosen to ignore 
the Anmuth case entirely. Toi es 
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’ Policeman. . 


Two sides of a card 
widely distributed in 
Philadelphia. 


A typical expression of reticence on the 
| part of civic authority came when the Civil 
| Service Commission refused to grant a hear- 
ing on the case. The Commission said it would 
be glad to do so after the courts had tried the 
| officers although it was fully within the prov- 
_ ince of the Commission to hold a hearing prior 
_ to the court action. 


These practices of hush-hush and hindrance 
indulged in by some members of the Jewish 
and Gentile communities and the civic au- 
| thorities have made Philadelphia a “natural” < arrests 
for fascism. The Anmuth beating was vital time of this writing. 
to their plans. Christian Fronters have used 
it to draw their line of division. They have 
| created the lie that two opposing camps exist 
|... that the issue is Christian vs. Jew. 

On St. Patrick’s Day, passengers on Phila- 
| -delphia streetcars received a card (see cut 
| above). On one side was written, “Jews are 
the curse of America.” On the reverse side it 
said: “Dirty Asiatic Jews vs. Clean American 
. . All Christians are urged to 
end the trial of officers Ralston and Mc- 
Carthy at Room 296, City Hall, March 27, 
1945. Your liberty is at stake and unless these the enemy. 
jews are stopped in their persecution of Chris- 
_tians, you will all suffer the same. This card 
is your admission to the Jewish inquisition. 
REMEMBER your first line of defense is the 


ARE THE CURSE OF 


Hitler 
in 
America 


JEWS 


AMERICA 


DIRTY ASIATIC 
Vs 
CLEAN AMERICAN POLICEMAN 


JEWS © 


All Christians are urged to attend the trial of Officers 
RALSTON and McCARTHY at Room 296, City Hall March 27, 
1945, Your liberty is at stake and unless these Jews are stopped 
in their persecution of Christians, you will all suffer the same 
fate. e 


This card is your admission to the Jewish Inquisition. 


REMEMBER, your first line of defence is the CHRISTIAN 
POLICEMAN. 


Telephone calls to George Pressman, at- 
torney for Anmuth, assured him that people 
in all parts of the city had received these cards, 
The police officials were notified by members 
of the Transit Workers Union. When the 
card was brought to the attention of a Jewish 
defense organization in Philadelphia a ranking 


official of this organization quickly stated he 


wasn’t interested, and it required considerable 
argument to finally persuade him to summon 
Police Superintendent Sutton’s attention to the 
card. No arrests have been made up to the 


The setting of Christians against Jews con- 
forms to the Nazi-fascist European pattern. 
It had already been tried in Boston (see 
“Hickey Over Cambridge,” July, 1944). 
Christian Fronters use this technique in Phil- 
adelphia and thus transfer fascism’s testing 
ground from Boston to that city. The follow- 
ing incidents which are but a few selected 
from a very full and incredible list bear out 
this contention. In each instance it will be 
clearly pointed out how hush-hush and hin- 
drance to the work of THE PROTESTANT aids 


On January 23, 1945, Rabbi David Passow 
reported to the Philadelphia police and mem- 
bers of the Jewish community that during the 
night vandals had broken into the school con- 
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nected with the Kensington Synagogue and 
Community Center at 2027 E. Allegheny Ave- 
nue. The Rabbi said leather seats in the 
schoolroom and in his private study had been 
slashed, fixtures were pulled from the walls, 
books were torn and scattered about, and as 
a final gesture of villainy, the pillagers had 
scrawled on the desks, filing cabinets and 
doors, swastikas, “Heil Hitler” and “Jew.” 


__ This was the eighth time the synagogue and 


center had been desecrated in six months. 

Seven of these occasions apparently were 
~ not reported to the public although it is rea- 
sonable to suspect they were known to respon- 
sible authorities. It was likewise brought out 
that two of the ringleaders admitted that last 
year they had severely beaten two Jewish boys, 
ages eight and twelve, with a rubber hose. The 
beatings took place at Tacony Road and the 
~ Boulevard. 

In addition to the action of the police the 
Jewish Community Relations Council of Phil- 
adelphia shared the investigation of the Ken- 


Rabbi Morris tt Ss 
5719 Florence Avenue, was speaking at the 
-Emanu-El Congregation, 1524 Champlost 


ae 
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Street. As he spoke vandals pried open a rear 
window of his home at the Florence Avenue 


address and left his residence in a shambles. 


Food was taken from the refrigerator and 
thrown against the walls and ceilings of the 
kitchen and living room. Articles of furniture 
were overthrown and strewn about. His cloth- 
ing was pulled from the closets and slashed to 
shreds. The second floor of his home was set 
ablaze. 
_ This case of vandalism is still being inves- 
tigated, yet expressions have already come 
from the Police Department to the effect that 
this was not an anti-Semitic occurrence. 

In this environment of hush-hush, direct 


att, who resides at 


2 dep: 
“a 


hindrance and persistent attempts to destroy — 


the work of THE PROTESTANT, fascism thrives 


-in Philadelphia. The Anmuth case is the 


opening wedge. The community must decide 
if a bridgehead is to be repulsed. 


. [As we go to press reports reach us that 
Bernard Silverstein, a young Jew, was at- 
tacked and brutally beaten by a gang of 
Christian Fronters shouting anti-Semitic 
epithets on a Philadelphia street car, Satur- 
day night, March 24, at ten p.m., at 29th 
Street and Ridge Avenue. ] 


THEY FOUGHT BACK ; 

The Jewish masses in Nazi-occupied France, despite their terrible plight, did not — 
break under the strain nor remain passive. Their indescribable sufferings and the neces- 
sity for mustering all available forces to defend themselves and thus avoid the death 
decree, led to the establishment by all the Jewish organizations in France of an under- 
ground group—L'Union des Juifs Pour la Resistance et I’Entr’aide. The following groups 
joined the committee:. the Federation of Jewish Societies, the General Zionists, the right 
wing Paole Zion, the left wing Paole Zion, the Jewish Communists and the Bund. 
Branches of the committee functioned (and are now functioning legally) in Paris, Lyon, 
Grenoble, Marseilles, Nice, Lille, Rennes and many other towns. The efforts of the com- 
mittee did much to strengthen Jewish resistance against Hitlet’s plans of extermination. 
For without determined physical and moral resistance, the hammer blows which the Jews — 
were forced to accept at the hands of the occupying forces and their Vichy associates 
would have meant complete destruction. : : 

The committee undertook the task of defending the Jews of France. It supported 
them materially and organized their resistance against the repressions and deportations. 
All-Jewish fighting units were formed. Outstanding were those of Paris, Lyon and 
Toulouse. Jewish Partisan groups, in conjunction with the French resistance organiza- 
tions, dealt heavy blows to the enemy, took revenge for the Jewish martyrs and for the 
degradations which they were forced to suffer. On more than one occasion children 
seized by the Gestapo for deportation were liberated by Jewish and French members of 
the FFI. Hundreds of Gestapo agents fell at the hands of Jewish Partisans. Jewish 
groups carried on a continuous and successful campaign of sabotage against Hitler's war 
machine. In Paris, Jewish Partisan units set up barricades in the Jewish section of the 
city weeks before the city was liberated. The number of Jewish heroes condemned to 
death by the Nazi courts was large and the sacrifices in the struggle were many. _ 

__Not less important was the relief activity. More than fifteen thousand families in 
hiding were kept alive through the unceasing activities of the courageous committee 
workers. Thousands of children were hidden in the villages; others were smuggled into 
Spain, Siwtzerland and even Palestine. CHAPLAIN ROBERT S. MARCUS : 
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sington crime, and issued a ridiculous state- 
ment that the vandalism of the boys was not 
primarily motivated by anti-Semitism and 
that “it was felt that the hoodlums used a 
‘smoke screen’ of anti-Semitism to divert 
suspicion.” 

One night during the early days of March, 


By ALEXANDER RIZOV 


HE WHEELS OF HISTORY afte spinning. 

Bulgaria, erstwhile Axis satellite, is setting 
an example in the application of democratic 
justice. It is the first country to try its entire 
old regime. 

On February 1 the hundred most prominent 
leaders of Bulgaria’s pro-fascist oligarchy were 
shot, after a trial lasting over five weeks. 
Among the doomed were: Prince Cyril, 
brother of the late King Boris and uncle of 
the 8-year old King Simeon II; his two co- 
regents, Professor Bogdan Filov ‘and Lt, Gen- 
eral Nikola Mikhov; two ex-premiers, Dobri 
Bozhilov and Ivan Bagrianov; and numerous 
cabinet ministers, deputies and royal coun- 
» sellors. 

. Three times within a generation Bulgaria’s 
_ dynasty, the German Royal House of .Coburg- 
_ Gotha, dragged the country into disastrous 
wats which put into jeopardy the very exist- 
ence of the nation. 
Prince Cyril is paying today with his head 
_ for the crimes and follies of such rulers, His 
doom was foreshadowed in a comment of 
the Sofia radio on January 11 which called 
him “a true heir of his father’s work whose 
_ idea was to serve Germany.” (His father is 
| 86-year old ex-King Ferdinand, expelled from 

Bulgaria in 1918 and today living in Ger- 
_ many on a German pension.) The broadcast 
_ continued: “The national catastrophies of 
| Bulgaria were all the direct work of the 
_ Coburg-Gotha dynasty. That is why when the 
President of the court asked Cyril, the ac- 
_ cused, about his nationality and he replied, 
| “Bulgarian, hearty laughter was heard in the 

court room. This laughter is a sign of a bad 
| verdict.” 
| Trials Expose Intrigues 
| The Sofia trials uncovered the intrigues of 
| the court and its camarilla; the pernicious in- 

fluence on the late king of the Bulgarian Ras- 

‘putin, Lultchey (member of a religious sect, 

the Danovisti); and the utter subservience of 

the former Bulgarian governments to Hitler. 
One of the ex-cabinet ministers, Christo 

_ Vassilev, stated that in the course of his in- 

' vestigations he had established the fact that 

_a large part of the ministers and deputies were 

agents of German imperialism. 

It was further revealed that when, last 

_ August, Premier Bagrianov seemed to be 
making attempts to bring about a rapproche- 
“ment with Russia and enter into peace nego- 
tiations with the Allies, he was double- 
crossing both his people and the United Na- 
ms. A secret report of Bagrianov to Prince 
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Cyril, which figured as a piece of evidence 
in court, made it clear that Bagrianov’s peace 
feelers were simply a ruse to give the Ger- 
mans time. Stoitcho Moshanov, leader of the 
armistice delegation to .Cairo, confessed that 
he had received instructions not to accept any 
specific obligations. 


Muraviev—Bulgaria’s Badoglio 


Considerable concern has been shown by 
the New York Times correspondent Joseph 
Levy for the fate of the members of the 
Muraviev cabinet whom he labels “true demo- 
crats.” What is the truth? 

When Bagrianov’s policies suffered bank- 
ruptcy, the pro-fascist regency asked Mura- 
viev to form a cabinet of people not com- 
promised by pro-German associations. Mura- 
viev chose his party colleagues, Dimitri Ghit- 
chev and Virgil Dimov, of the right-wing 
of the Agrarian Union. These two were con- 
sidered renegades by Bulgaria’s peasants. 
When they were cabinet ministers in 1932, 
they concluded an agreement with the notori- 
ous Macedonian fascist leader, Ivan Mikhailov. 
Muraviev also selected Nikola Mushanov, 
former leader of the nominal Democratic 
Party. Mushanov is the man who declared 
in 1940 that Germany was the only country 
which could help Bulgaria achieve its na- 
tional unification. Another member of Mura- 
viev’s cabinet was Athanas Burov, one of 
Bulgaria’s richest men. Burov had good in- 
ternational banking connections but he is far 
from being a democrat. It is significant that 
none of these men had participated in the 
anti-fascist struggle during the preceding 
years. 

This typical Badoglio outfit tried to steer 
a middle course of false neutrality at a time 
when the very existence of the country was 
at stake. When the Bulgarian people demon- 
strated in the streets of Sofia, demanding an 
immediate declaration of war on Germany, 
Dimov, as Minister of the Interior, gave 
orders to shoot into the crowd. Muraviev’s 
cabinet refused a request of the Fatherland 
Front that it be permitted to engage in legal 
political activities. By its actions the Mura- 
viev government revealed itself as the in- 
strument of Bulgaria’s pro-fascist oligarchy. 

In the recent trials, Muraviev and Dimov 
received life sentences, while Mushanov, Ghit- 
chev and Burov were condemned to one year 
in prison. In view of the recent record of these 
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men, this punishment is certainly not too 
severe. 

The attitude of the Bulgarian people 
towards the trials and the defendants is per- 
haps best illustrated by the following remark 
of Chief Prosecutor Petrov: “When the Bul- 
garian people at meetings and demonstra- 
tions demand death for the people’s traitors, 
they have a full right to do so, because 
fascist rulers around Czar Boris’ throne sen- 
tenced people to death without trial or in- 
vestigation.” 

Today trials are being held all over Bul- 
garia, in most of its major towns, where 
minor criminals have to answer for their mis- 
deeds during the past years. 

But Bulgarians are not alone in demanding 
‘stern punishment of theif war criminals. This 
is how the Serbian newspaper commented 
on the trials: “We Serbs follow the Sofia trials 
with specific interest. Hundreds of our vil- 
lages were burnt down and thousands of peo- 
ple have been killed on the order of the 
criminal Bulgarian rulers. We regard the strict 
but just sentences as good tokens of the sin- 
cere feeling between Bulgarians and Yugo- 
slavs.” 


Fatherland Front Wins Out 


During the dark days of Axis collaboration 
there existed in Bulgaria only one force which 
waged an effective struggle against Hitler and 
his domestic hirelings. This force was the 
Fatherland Front. It organized the Partisan 
movement, in which some 250,000 partici- 
pated and whose casualties during the three 
yeats aggregated some 30,000. The F. F. is 
composed of the two strongest Bulgarian par- 
ties—the Agrarian Union and the Workers’ 
Party (Communists), plus the Socialists and 
the Zveno (Link) Party. The latter is a small 
but very influential group which was backed 
by an important section of the army. It has 
been unjustly attacked in the New York Times 
as fascist and is best described as a group of 
“New Deal” intellectuals, some of whom have 
had conservative backgrounds, which has 
evolved in a progressive direction during the 
past decade. As for the Communists, con- 
traty to a statement of the New York Times 
correspondent Levy that they form only two 
per cent of the population, their present 
Strength is from thirty to forty per cent. 

When the blunders and ineptitude of the 
Muraviev cabinet had landed Bulgaria in an 
unexpected war with Russia, the Fatherland 
Front overthrew the ancient regime, arrested 
all members of the preceding governments 
and the regency and assumed power on Sep- 
tember -9, 1944, It immediately concluded 
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peace with Russia and carried through a 


series of democratic reforms. Women were 
given the right to vote, civil marriage was 
legalized and the Church separated from the 
State; Jews were reinstated in all their rights. 
Poor peasants were given land. New, demo- 
cratic regents were appointed. 

September 9 is considered now as the birth- 
day of democratic Bulgaria. The newly elected 
head of the Bulgarian Orthodox Church, 
former Metropolitan of Sofia, Stephan, an old 
enemy of the monarchy and well known for 
his democratic feelings and pro-Allied sym- 
pathies, hailed the new Government as “a 
true popular authority.” : 

The new government is headed by Col. 
Kimon Gheorghiev, leader of the Zveno 
group which occupies the key portfolios of 
War (Col. Damian Veltchev), Propaganda 
(Dimo Kazasov),Finance (Prof. Petco Sto- 
yanov) and Foreign Affairs (Prof. Petco Stai- 
nov). The Agrarians have five representatives 


in the Cabinet, among them their secretary, — 


Nikola Petcov. The Communists hold the 
portfolios of the Interior, Justice and Public 
Health and have a Minister without Port- 
folio. The Socialists have two posts. 


But the Fatherland Front is. much more 
than a mere coalition, It generally functions 
as an entity, separate from the constituent 
parts. Thus, at most large meetings representa- 
tives of the four parties and of the F. F. ad- 
dress the public. The Secretary of the National 
Committee, Tsola Dragoicheva, a woman who 
spent many years in prison, is today as influ- 
ential as the Prime Minister. The National 
Committee itself functions as an advisory body 
to the government. The government an-. 
nounced recently that parliamentary elections 
would be held in the near future. 


In the War Against Nazism 


~ In accordance with the expressed deter- 
mination of the Bulgarian people, the new 
government concentrated its main energy on 
the prosecution of the war against the Nazis. 
The Bulgarian army, rejuvenated and purged 
of its fascist elements, liberated Macedonia 
and most of Serbia within three months, as- 
sisted by Tito’s Partisans. Today it is fighting 
in Hungary under the supreme command of 
Marshal Tolbukhin. In accordance with the 
armistice with the Allies, which was signed 
in Moscow on October 28, Bulgaria had to 
evacuate Macedonia and Thrace, but retained 
Southern Dobrudja which Rumania had ceded 
in 1940 (mostly inhabited by Bulgarians, this 
extremely fertile territory was seized by the 
Rumanians during the second Balkan war). 


The relations between the Soviet occupa- — 


tional authorities and the Bulgarians 
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ordial. There is no General Scobie. in” Bul 
-garia, and Russians refrain scrupulously from 
any interference in the internal affairs of the 
country. Their attitude in Bulgaria is a guar- 
-antee that their policy of Allied cooperation, 
as expressed at the Crimea Conference, is an 
honest one. 


Economy Must Be Rebuilt 
One of the most urgent tasks facing Bul- 
- Zaria’s new leaders is the economic rehabili- 
“tation of the country. According to Germany's 
plans for organizing Europe under her hege- 
‘mony, the Balkans wete to be the agricultural 
appendix. Bulgaria’s small industry was no 
longer encouraged and Bozhilov’s clearing 
agreements with Germany transformed the 
country into a virtual colony of the Reich. 
‘Practically all the trade was with Germany. 
‘The loss of this vast market has dislocated the 
Bulgarian economy completely. The people 
‘were impoverished by the German_exploita- 
‘tion and today their situation is, if anything, 
even worse. 
_ Measures are contemplated for the rapid 
‘industrialization of the country, but the ab- 
normal conditions impede this development. 
The State Treasury was completely empty 
when the F.F. Government took over. Thus, 
in spite of best intentions, it has proven 
limpossible so far to restore all confiscated 
‘property to the Jews. 

Future Bulgarian economic policy will aim 
at encouraging cooperatives, both agricultural 
and trading. However, the principle of private 
enterprise will be maintained. As to the at- 
titude towards foreign capitalists, Dimiter 
lliev, newly appointed Ambassador to Swe- 
| made it clear that it would be friendly 


} - 


BERNARD M. LOOMER 


| \\oHe procress of religion is defined by 
the denunciation of gods. The keynote 
of idolatry is contentment with the prevalent 
| gods. . 

At least part of the sickness of recent 
Christianity has been its contentment with 
the prevalent cultural gods with which it has 
become identified. The passing of these gods 
| into idols coincides with the lessening of reli- 
- gion’s pervasiveness and depth of relevance. 
If it is true that the element in human exper- 
ience which is “provocative of a noble dis- 
| Content is the gradual emergence into prom- 
mence of a sense of criticism,” then the 
ch’s refusal or inability to be the critic 


ay 


i S 
re 


when he promised to reimburse Swedish 
capitalists for the Kostenets match factory 


_which the fascist governments had expro- 


priated. 


Assures Balkan Cooperation 


In foreign affairs, new Bulgaria will follow 
a policy of close cooperation with Russia and 
of friendship with the Western democracies. 
The cornerstone of that policy will be in- 
timate collaboration with the new South- 
Slavic federation. On October 15 a Treaty of 


Military Cooperation and Friendship was con- © 


cluded with Tito. A Yugoslav military mission 
visited Sofia recently, and there is a constant 
exchange of delegations. Bulgarians have given 
asylum to 10,000 Yugoslav orphans during 
this winter and are sending wheat and other 
supplies to Yugoslavia. Even the impover- 
ished Bulgarian Jews have opened a cam- 
paign to assist Yugoslav Jewry. On February 
1 postal services were reestablished between 
both countries at internal rates. Both Bul- 
garian and Yugoslav papers continually stress 
the racial closeness of both peoples. Inasmuch 
as the monarchies are doomed in both na- 
tions, there is a distinct possibility that a big 
Yugoslavia, from Trieste to Varna, will emerge 
as one of the results of this war. 

The creation of a free Macedonia in new 
Yugoslavia _will considerably hasten — this 
process. Already Kimon Gheorghiev has ex- 
pressed Bulgaria’s willingness to cede its part 
of Macedonia. 

New: Bulgaria, under the Coburgs a con- 
stant menace to peace, has turned into a pro- 
gressive forward-looking country, which will 
be a pillar of Balkan cooperation and under- 
standing. 


| Rie PROPHETIC OBLIGATION 
y 


—A sermon preached in Bond Chapel, The University of Chicago, October 3, 1944. 


and ‘prophet of its society is not merely or 
mainly a failure of nerve. The collapse is 
rooted in the absence of a foundation for 
criticism. Unmindful of its obligation and 
genius, it has tinkered with prevailing social 
values and has been prophesied against; 


equipped only with unconsecrated minds or ~ 


undisciplined and untested hearts, it has cut 
itself off from those of its resources which 
have been the matrix of all its revelations; 
oblivious to its and man’s destiny, in the 
midst of obligatory changes it has contented 
itself with the preservation of outworn goods; 
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and lacking the humor of humility, it has 
tried to save its status against those “titans 
who, armed with passionate sincerity” and in’ 
its own name, have stormed its very citadels. 
We have all denounced certain gods—eco- 
nomic, political, social, and religious. But 
prophetic religion is never mere denunciation. 
The main prophetic task facing all of us is 
that not merely of describing the idols in 
terms of which we die, but of specifying and 
dramatizing the God in terms of which we 
can be free, and by reference to which the 
‘lesser gods can be seen for what they are. 
Idols cannot be replaced by other idols, but 
only by that which is the correction of all 


graven images. 
2 


The world may “dream of things to come 
and in due season arouse itself to their reali- 
zation,’ but the prophetic task is to hasten 
the process of arousal and to speak not only 
of what may be but of what must be if man 
is to realize his destiny. The answer to the 
chaos which defines our culture, and consti- 
tutes its challenge, cannot be coristructed of 
our fond hopes, our lesser loyalties, and our 
ignorant dreams. Nor can the central char- 
acter of the prophetic vision be constructed 
by human hands. Of the nature of goodness 
we are only discoverers and recipients, not 
creators. Our hopes and plans, our ideals and 
Our Outreachings must yield to stern, arbitrary,- 
and unalterable necessity. The description of 
the source and judgment of all our ideals is 
possible to those disciplined and committed 
creative spirits who have been sensitized by 
the yearnings of their sorrows, the glories of 
their joys, the sufferings of their frustrations, 
tragedies and sins, and the re-creative peace 
of their redemption. 

No student of any aspect of religion is ex- 
empted from the obligation of this prophetic 
task. The admission to a divinity school at 
any time, but especially now, is premised 
upon an intellectual and spiritual commitment 
to that which is the source of our tradition. 
In this regard all teachers are students and 
stand on common ground, fraternally sharing 
a common dedication. 

The demands of this task are exacting, 
heavy and profoundly disturbing. They are 
satisfied only after prolonged and searching 
cooperative inquiry. We hesitate, and we 


Him as one value among others, and to por- 
tray His transcendence without leaving Him 
characterless and unspecified; to visualize the 
redemption of tragedy without minimizing or 
ultimately denying the reality of tragedy 
either for man or God in an illusory battle 
between good and evil; to describe an objec- 
tive and universal conception of value which 
arises out of and does justice to the concrete 
richness and individuality of relative situa- 
tions; to see the necessity for intellectual an- 
alyses and interpretations and yet to feel that 
which undercuts and limits reason without 
negating it because it is the source of reason. 
¥ 


To grasp that freedom consists in slavery to 
that divine. reality about which we have no 


a 


choice but only to conform to its creative — 


push or be crushed; to realize that man’s con- 
trol over nature must be instrumental to his 
being controlled by that which is the source 
of all his meaning and fulfillment; to appre- 
ciate the symbols, the meanings and values 
that make up the American dream, and yet, 
while cherishing its glories, to perceive its 
limitations. and dangers unless: it is held sub- 
ject’ to that which transcends all cultural 
achievements; to see the inevitability of polit- 
ical and economic power and realize that their 
justification lies in their providing the condi- 
tions whereby men of all colors, creeds and 
stations can be truly free and enriched; to be 
hammered into understanding the necessity of 
conflict and contrast, and into seeing that love 
is not merely sweet reasonableness and gentle 
persuasion, but has its own ruthlessness that 
sometimes overrides delicate niceties; to coun- 
tenance the awful pride-destroying and phys- 
ically and mentally exhausting demands of 
mutuality; to see that the meaning of history 
is not one far-off divine event but that the 
fruit of suffering, the redemption of tragedy, 
and the significance of the adventure is “now.” 
When these and other-conditions have been 
met, Christianity through its churches and 
schools, will be ready to fulfill its prophetic 
obligation. 


* 


_ “The invitation (from the Inter-American Conference in Mexico City) to the fas- 
cist Argentine Government—stimulates world reaction, reinforces the clerical fascist 
regimes in Spain and Portugal, encourages the Argentine fascist policy of aggression 
against her neighbors and endangers Latin American democratic governments.” 
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VICENTE LOMBARDO TOLEDANO, CTAL 


By ANDREW GORDON 


ONTEVIDEO’S excellent progressive daily 
El Pais, in an editorial entitled “For- 
gotten Fascism,” called attention recently to 
the regime of Oliveira Salazar in Portugal. 
_ Referring to Salazar's manifold contributions 
to the victory of General Franco, the news- 
paper noted that until lately the images of 
Il Duce, El Caudillo and Der Fuehrer ap- 
peared in scenes of official ceremonies in 
Portuguese propaganda newsreels. 
It is high time that Salazar received his 
share of credit for fostering fascism in Latin 
America. A short survey of recent events in 
Brazil indicates that Salazarismo (the fascist 
influence of Salazar Portugal) is very much 
_ of a danger in Latin America; that it exerts 
_ considerable effect among pro-fascists in 

Brazil and thereby jeopardizes the democrati- 
_ zation of Latin America’s most important 
. country; finally that its Brazilian addicts, the 
_. Integralists, maintain close connections with 
_ international fascist groups, as shown in the re- 
cent exposure of a Nazi spy-ring in Uruguay. 


| Salazar’s Voice in Brazil 


Portuguese clerical-fascism has an all-out 
5 ‘propagandist in Brazil—the daily Brasil-Por- 
tugal of Rio de Janeito. Founded in May, 
1944, its publisher is Viriato -Vargas, the 
eldest brother of the President of Brazil, 
| Getulio Vargas. Brazil’s tight censorship 
€ which operates through the DIP (Departa- 
Bchio da Imprensa y Propaganda) has not 
_ interfered with Brasil-Portugal. It is claimed 
that a contribution from Salazar of one thou- 
sand contos—approximately $50,000—was of 
considerable help in starting the newspaper. 
Brasil-Portugal is the most vociferous 
_ mouthpiece of the Estddo Novo—Brazil’s 
_corporatist regime—and discloses its close af- 
finity with the Portugal of Salazar. The pa- 
per’s first copy has been presented in a gilded 
| frame to President Carmona in Lisbon. The 
_ newspaper established an exchange of articles 
_ between Lisbon and Rio de Janeiro, and the 
_ same editorials are frequently published si- 
 multaneously in both capitals. It carries a 
. special: column, usually on the first page, 
“What Portugal Thinks and Talks About.” 
Another regular column is entitled “Portugal 
from North to South”; a third, “Portugal by 
Telegraph.” The main ideological line of the 
daily is: Brazil and Portugal are one soul, one 
‘nation, and Portugal is one of the most highly 
civilized countries of Europe since its corpo- 
atist state is based on the same principles, as 
razil’s Estado Novo. 


~ SALAZAR'S FASCISM IN LATIN AMERICA i 


would be no reason to criticize the promotion 
of friendship between Portugal and its off- 
spring, Brazil. But this friendship is fostered 
between a clerical-fascist Portugal and the 
Brazil of the Estado Novo. The men who 
extol it in Brazil are, nearly without excep- 
tion, the exponents of Integralism or other 
anti-democratic movements. In early Decem- 
ber, 1944, for instance, when the restoration 
of Portugal was celebrated in the Centro ~ 
Transmontano of Rio with the Portuguese 
Ambassador, Martinho Nobre de Melo, in at- 
tendance, the official speaker was Gustavo 
Barroso, better known in Brazil as. “Herr 
Barroso” because of his pro-German sympa- 
thies. Barroso is one of the lieutenants of 
Plinio Salgado, the Integralist leader who is 
living in exile in Lisbon. 


Building Another Fascist Axis 


Another example of the close relations be- 
tween Salazar and Vargas is the little publi- 
cized fact that Portuguese residents in Brazil 
have been granted Brazilian citizenship. 

Concerning such friendly relations, the Lis- 
bon paper O Seculo stated in a front-page edi- 
torial: “It is understood that the Lusitanian- 
Brazilian bloc is undoubtedly called to a great 
future.” El Pueblo, the daily of the Buenos 
Aires diocese, was quite explicit about it: “In 
Europe, beside Spain, Portugal is the only 
Catholic country which has not been sub- 
merged by the flood of events since 1939. . 

If the unfortunate Old World should be thrust 
back again into the Dark Ages, there would 
still be an Iberian Peninsula as a bulwark of 
western civilization.” One wonders whether 
Franco, when making his recent offer of an 
anti-Russian alliance to Churchill, was speak- 
ing also on behalf of Salazar. 

_ Portuguese clerical-fascist influence is seen 
also in Brasil-Portugal’s constant, venomous 
pounding of Soviet Russia, unsurpassed even 
by the Argentine or Nazi press. 

In support of the fascist dream of an Eng- 
lish - Spanish - Portuguese - Brazilian - Argen- 
tine bloc, copious use has been made of the _ 
suppression of the ELAS in Greece and par- 
ticularly of Mr. Churchill's speech in that. 
connection. On December 21, 1944, in an 
editorial headlined “The Great Churchill Will 
Not Make Compromises,” Viriato Vargas says: 
The hope of civilization is the England of 
Churchill. Stalin, the scourge of God, will 
not advance with his armies from the plains 
of Pannonia. He will face a modern Aetius 
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to drive him back to his steppes.” On Janu- 
ary 4, 1945, Lieut. Col. Correia Lima, one of 
the main columnists of the paper, writes: “The 
world revolution will be unleashed as the con- 
tinuation of the war, maybe even during its 
duration, in the final phase of the extermina- 
tion of rightist totalitarianism.” In this the 


paper follows the line of Goebbels, who, 


pointing to the “Asiatic hordes” has attempted 
to scare the Western Powers into a negotiated 
peace by conjuring up the bogey of a Bolshe- 
vized Europe. Churchill must have been a 
great disappointment to Viriato Vargas when 
he signed the Yalta agreement. 


That “there is absolutely no difference be- 
tween Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia as 


both are totalitarian” is practically an obliga-’ 


tory theme with Brasil-Portugal. Russia is 
described as “the nihilist anarchy of blood 
and truculent Bolshevism” and labelled the 
Uniso das Republicas Sovieticas de Assalto 
(Union of Soviet Republics of Assaulters). 
Remember that this appears in a daily pub- 
lished by the brother of Getulio Vargas whose 


government signed the pact of the United 
Nations. 


Brasil-Poriugal has tathet harsh words for 
democracy and liberalism. It claims: “The 
democratic disguise—parliamentary _ repre- 
sentation—is the weapon on which Com- 
munism and Nazi-fascism rely to attack the 
undermined bastions of Liberal Democracy, 
in order to overthrow the so hated and so 
inept bourgeoisie.” 

In an article of December 12, Correia Lima 
attacks “plutocratic imperialism which op- 
erates by the corrupting power of money, 
whose battle-cry is liberal democracy, whose 
thystic faith is liberalism or individualism.” 
The term “bourgeoisie” is defined as “Anglo- 
Saxon - Hebrew - Super - Capitalism.” Putting 
Great Britain, the U. S. A, the “red imperial- 
ism” of Russia and the “rightist totalitarian- 
ism"of Nazi Germany into the same pot, the 
columnist asserts that “all of them are equally 
enemies of new and militarily weak countries.” 

A more direct attack upon the United States 
was made when the editorial writer, Amaro 
Brito, called the Association of Friends of 
America, closed in August, 1944, “a tool of the 
-Komintern.” The honorary president of the 
Association of Friends of America was that 
notorious bolshevik, Mr. Jefferson Caffery, 
former United States Ambassador to Brazil: 
its President was Manuel Rabello, General of 
the Brazilian Army and member of Brazil's 
Supreme Military Tribunal; its vice-president 
was Oswaldo Aranha, former Foreign Minis- 
ter. 


An outstanding role in the pro-Salazar, 
sie Shay ne eee 
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Vargas, is played by so 


group, and in supporti 


clergy, particularly the Jesuits. The “most 


prominent men are Fathers Olimpio do Mello — 


and Arlindo Vieira. 
Among the Brazilian Clergy : ; 
Olimpio do Mello, from Pernambuco, has 


a none too flattering political past. In 1935, — 


during the uprising of General Luiz Carlos 
Prestes, he betrayed Pedro Ernesto, the popu- 
lar and honest mayor of Rio de Janeiro. At 
present he is in a key position as a judge of 
the “Tribunal de Contas,” which is checking 
on budgets. He is a close friend of President 
Vargas and an unconditional supporter of the 
Estado Novo. A meeting in his house on 


: oe lo. Novo 
me of the Brazilian. 


July 3, 1944, preceded the great purge of pro- 
democratic elements from the Brazilian ad-~ 


ministration. He is also on very good terms 
with War Minister General Eurico Dutra, 
head of the reactionary wing of the Army. 


As for Father Arlindo Vieira, he does his’ 


best to inculcate a medieval, reactionary spirit 
into Brazilian education on which he exerts 
great influence. 

Olimpio do Mello and Arlindo Vieira 
jointly control two weeklies of clerical-fascist, 
pro-Salazar tendencies—the Uniao in Rio de 
Janeiro, and O Legionario in Sao Paulo. The 
Uniao has close connections with the Inte- 
gralists, the connecting link being Lieut. 
Francisco Berling, of German origin, who in 
1939 worked actively for the Integralists in 
Minas-Geraes. When the pro-democratic 
Dominican Father, Joseph Vincent Ducatil- 
lon, was in Brazil recently, these papers at- 
tacked him violently. The part of the clergy 
they represent is militantly anti-Protestant, 


and, while neglecting the Nazi-fascist danger, 


carries on constant anti-Communist agitation. 


Democratic Catholics in Brazil report that — 


the pro-fascist clergy is taking a very active 


part in the current electoral campaign. Priests, — 


with the explicit permission of higher church 
authorities, visit the factories regularly and 
catty on a propaganda campaign among the 
workers with the theme: “The opponents of 


= 


Vargas, if victorious, would establish Com-_ 


“munism, therefore, every worker must vote 


for Vargas.”"* If any worker dares to object 
or discuss any point, he is immediately labelled 


“Communist.” The effect of this should not 


be underrated. The Brazilian industrial pro- 
letariat is of recent growth and isolated from 
democratic influences. It is tightly controlled 


by Felinto Mueller, a notorious pro-Nazi, who, — 


* Although President Vargas now says he will not 


run in the election, his machine will certainly do — 
We. 


everything to remain in power. War Minister 
Dutra is being advocated as a candidate. Some Br: 
zilian democrats fear that Vargas plans” 


electicn, gn 
wo 


, 


when Brazil broke relations with the Axis, 
was kicked upwards from chief of police to 
President of the Labor Tribunal. He is coop- 


_ erating closely with chief of police Coriolano 
' Goes. The lists of elected labor officials are 


| examined jointly by Felinto’s trusted subordi- 


nates and the police, and men with a demo- 
cratic record or who might become bona fide 


labor leaders are immediately banned. 


Realizing the importance of publicity, the 
pro-fascist wing of the clergy has established 


-a new Roman Catholic publishing house 
_ named AGIR, with a capital of about 6000 


contos (approximately $300,000)—a _sub- 
stantial sum in Brazil. The house will special- 
ize in clerical-fascist, pro-Salazar, anti-demo- 
cratic literature. Its top executives are: Rubens 


Porto, former member of the Chamber of 


Forty, highest organ of the Integralists; and 
Tristan Athayde, a reactionary. 


Opposing the pro-fascist clergy is Bishop 


De Maura—a kind of Brazilian Ducatillon. 


| This courageous man, highly esteemed by all 


Brazilian democrats, called for a purge of pro- 
_Axis elements among the Brazilian clergy 


after the break with the Axis. He also pub- 


‘ lished a democratic review called Nosso 
| Senhor Menino Jesus, The review, however, 


| was banned in July, 1944, and the bishop i in- 


| t 


| tetned for two months. Bishop De Maura 
‘represents a substantial number of Catholics 
who are genuine democrats and who are in 
the fight for the democratization of their 
- countty. 


{ 


i The Fascist Network 


é Some of the international connections of 
_ the Brazilian fascists were revealed during the 
| - first week of January, 1945, when an Axis spy- 
ring was exposed in Montevideo, Uruguay. 
‘On January 5 and 6, about fifteen men were 
Hetrested many of them Getmans. The Uru- 
§ _guayan press disclosed that at least two of 
| the arrested Uruguayans had close Falangist 
| sereere Among those arrested, but tre- 
leased within forty-eight hours, were two in- 
teresting men: Raymundo Barbosa Lima and 
Nestor Contreiras Rodriguez. Both are out- 
‘standing Brazilian Integralists. Barbosa Lima, 
of the extremist wing of his party, was one 


| of the leaders of the abortive Integralist coup 


of May, 1938, and has been living in exile 
ever since. Contreiras Rodriguez was the 
leader of the Integralists in the state of Rio 


Grande do Sul. 


In a public report, the Committee to In- 
vestigate Anti-National Activities stated that 
“Buenos Aires was the headquarters of the 
spy-ting and that several of its members had 
escaped to Argentina, among them two other 
ilian Integralists, Jayr Tavares and Fran- 
ats. Gomes. 


Ever since last August there have been 
reports that the Integralists were preparing 
a coup within Brazil which, if it succeeded, 
might lead to the establishment of a Rio de 
Janeiro-Buenos Aires Axis. Curiously enough 


the January 9 issue of Brasil-Portugal carried 


this item: 

“The following telegram has been received 
by our Director from the Uruguayan capital: 
‘Cnel. Viriato Vargas, Rio de Janeiro: In or- 
der to avoid false interpretations we beg to 
inform Your Excellency that we were called 
to the police to give information about third 
persons of our acquaintance, but were not 
accused of any political activities. The pub- 
lication of this statement would be appreci- 
ated. Cordial regards. Nestor Contreiras Rod- 
riguez, Raymundo Barbosa Lima’.” It is 
anybody’s guess what is behind the fact that 
the two Integralist chieftains asked and ob- 
tained publicity from the main pro-Salazar 
organ in Brazil. 

Shortly thereafter, another note was pub- 
lished in the Uruguayan press. Barbosa Lima, 
in a public statement, denied any involvement 
in the espionage activities and expressed his 
best thanks for the “spontaneous moral as- _ 
sistance’ ’ accorded to him by Dr. Decio Coim- 
bra, Brazilian Charge d’Affaires, and Dr. 
Renato Barbosa, Brazilian Consul General in 
Montevideo. It was a remarkable statement. 
Barbosa Lima is an exile in Montevideo be- 
cause he headed an armed uprising against 
the government. Yet he receives “spontaneous 
moral assistance” from the highest local offi- 
cials of that same government. Some neutral 
observers could not help asking: “Were some 
of the top officials of the Estado Novo anxious 
that the investigations should not be followed 
up lest they disclose, maybe, their contacts, 
maintained through the Integralists in Uru- 
guay, with the Argentine Colonel’s Lodge?” 

The fascism of Salazar Portugal is influ- 
ential in Paraguay also, being known there 
as “Tiempismo,” derived from their daily 
El Tiempo. Tiempismo entered into an al- 
liantce with the pro-Nazi “War Front.” After 
the death of President Estigarribis these two 
groups shared power in Paraguay. President 
General Higinio Morinigo is himself well 
versed in Tiempismo and so was Luis Argana, 
until lately Foreign Minister. Their best 
known leader is Carlos R. Andrada. The pro- 
Salazar trend is represented in the Morinigo 
administration today by Alfonso Dos Santos, 
Minister of Agriculture, and Carlos A. Pe- 
dretti, President of the National Bank of © 


Paraguay. As in Brazil, the Jesuits are sup- 


porters of this movement. 
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THE CALI CHARTER 
By O. |. ROCHE 


HE LEAK IN THE DIKE that Latin America’s 
| stubbornly backward Roman Catholic Hier- 
archy has built to keep out the flood of pro- 
gress widened rapidly when the Latin Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor (CTAL) made public 
what has been called the “Cali Charter"—a 
simple definition of Latin American labor's 
position regarding religion and a frank call 
for cooperation addressed to “all churches, 
especially the Catholic.” This document was 
approved at the recent congress in Cali, Co- 
lombia, by the CTAL’s assembled delegates. 


The “Cali Charter” is intended, basically, as 

a political guide, during the present period 
when national democratic unity is an absolute 
prerequisite to progress, for the four million 
members of the CTAL in sixteen predomi- 
nantly Catholic Latin American nations. After 
a few preliminary paragraphs pointing out 
that the CTAL “is not anti-religious,” that it 
“respects all religions” and that religion is a 
private matter, the Cali Charter declares that 
Catholics “are an important part of the mem- 
bership of the CTAL, which includes all 
workers, whatever their religious beliefs or 
opinions,” It adds that the CTAL “respects and 
will continue to respect the Catholic Church, 
- as an association of believers.” It stresses that 
“the fight for social and individual progress is 
compatible with a belief in religion,” and then 

_ declares: “The CTAL sincerely desires the 
cooperation of all churches, especially the 
Catholic Church, with the labor and progres- 
Sive movements. We believe this: to be a 
means of strengthening national unity in Latin 
America’s struggle against feudalism and for 
‘an industrial revolution which would make 
possible higher living standards and economic 
emancipation.” For good measure, and to 
make its point clear, the Cali Charter states 
specifically that “the CTAL does not believe 
that the reactionary and anti-democratic activi- 
ties of a part of the Latin American clergy 
should be blamed on the clergy as a group.” 
The “Cali Charter” was a long step for the 
CTAL to take, especially in view of the perse- 
cution its affiliates have been subjected to, in 


the name of “Catholicism,” since its founding 
in 1938. 


The “Insulted Priest’ Incident 


In view of the obviously earnest nature of 
the CTAL’s appeal for cooperation, it would 
be expected that the Catholic Hierarchy would 
warmly clasp the outstretched hand of Latin 
American labor. But hardly had the ink dried 


i a ee ee 
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on the “Cali Charter” when the first clash took | 


place. One of Colombia’s leading right-wing 
Catholic spokesmen, Father Vicente Andrade 
Valderrama, S.J., rushed to the hall where the 
CTAL Congress was in session. Interrupting 
a Chilean labor leader’s report to the assembled 
delegates, he demanded in commanding tones 


that he be allowed to speak. CTAL President — 


Vicente Lombardo Toledano courteously ex- 
plained to Father Andrade that only accredited 


delegates and fraternal delegates could address _ 


sessions of the Congress other than the in- 
augural one, adding a polite invitation for him 
to remain as an observer. Father Andrade 
stalked out; but twice again, during successive 
sessions, he re-entered to repeat his demands 
for the floor. Patiently, Lombardo Toledano 
repeated his courteous explanation of orderly 
procedure at an international congress of labor. 
The-priest, not so patient, finally rushed out 
in a rage, having failed in his obvious attempt 
to provoke the delegates into throwing him 
out. 


The next day the storm broke in earnest. _ 


Press agencies had carried a reasonably fair 
account of what had happened; but from Ar- 
gentina to Mexico, as if by pre-arranged signal, 
the right-wing Catholic press began to rage 


against labor in general and against the CTAL ~ 
in particular. The Colombian publication, La. 


Voz Catolica, even attacked British and Amer- 


ican fraternal delegates to the Cali Congress, — 


calling them gringos and dirty heretics. The 
Chicago Tribune of Colombia, E/ Tiempo, de- 
clared: “What took place at the Cali Congress 
is just a small sample of Communist proce- 
dure. It is intolerable that representatives of 
the outworn Mexican Revolution (a reference 
to Mexico’s governing ideology) should come 
here to spread their poison. We are witnessing 
the first stages of Communist penetration. We 
must defend ourselves against this menace.” 
The hundreds of attacks were summarized 
rather well by Father Andrade himself in the 
Colombian right-wing Catholic publication, E/ 
Pueblo. Said Father Andrade, “the CTAL’s 


proclaimed respect for all religion means that — 


it puts primitive fetichism on a level with 
Catholicism; and that it does not recognize 
the Catholic Church as the mystic Corpus 
Christi, but considers it merely ‘an association 
of believers.’ The CTAL’s declarations are 
merely a yoke whereby it hopes to hitch the 
Catholic Church to the Proletarian Revolu- 
tion.” Hitting the CTAL’s defense of “the 
clergy as a group,” Andrade said that it offered 
respect “only so long as the clergy does not 
fight against error or tell the truth about : 


The CTAL’s 


8 testantism sad communism.” 
offer of cooperation with the churches, And- 


rade added, “is a means of concealing the true 
objectives of its hidden and open leaders, who 
are preparing the way in Latin America for 
the materialist paradise of Moscow.” 


The Bubble Bursts 


Outburst followed outburst. Charge after 
charge was hurled against Lombardo Toledano 
and the CTAL. They were called communists, 
heretics, protestants. Father Andrade had been 
“grossly insulted.” Guards at the Congress had 
“manhandled a priest.” Screaming headlines 
urged all true Catholics to defend the faith, 
with broad hints that a little direct action 
might be acceptable. Then, suddenly, the “in- 

sulted priest” angle of the controversy was 
dropped. Associated Press correspondent Or- 
rantia, a leading Colombian Catholic layman, 

a well-known member of the respectable Con- 

servative Party, wrote a letter to Alejandro 

Carrillo, Lombardo Toledano’s assistant. 

“I take great pleasure in confirming in writ- 
ing what I told Mr. Lombardo personally,” 
Orrantia wrote. “I attended the sessions during 

+ which the incidents with Father Andrade oc- 
curred and I can state positively that Lombardo 

did not insult anyone. Neither by word nor 
_ by gesture did he insult my faith; and I am a 
believing Catholic and a Conservative.” 

The bubble had grown very large, but it 
burst with this pin-prick. The frank and fair 
action of Mr. Orrantia, who publicly gave the 
lie to Catholic Father Andrade, did not stand 
alone. Progressive Catholics of Colombia and 
all Latin America rallied to the defense of the 
CTAL. Colombian President Alfonso Lopez, 
a practicing Catholic who a few months ago 
throttled a rebellion led by Falangist “ultra- 
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Catholics,” sent a message of praise to the Cali 
Congress, read by Labor Minister Arriaga 
Andrade. Thousands of Catholics, who would 
never have heard of the “Cali Charter” other- 
wise, now eagerly read it to see what the fuss 
was all about. The Catholic right-wing had 
protested too much. 


Archbishop Sanabria Merits Praise 


Perhaps it would not be wise to be too 
cptimistic about future collaboration between 
Latin American labor and the Latin American 
Catholic Church. But ‘such collaboration is 
possible; in fact, it is already in existence in — 
one tiny country, as shown by the following 
extract from a report made at the Cali Con- 
gress by Rodolfo Guzman, general secretary 
of the Costa Rican Workers Federation, affili- 
ated to the CTAL: 

“I wish to take advantage of this opportu- 
nity to render public homage to the head of 
the Catholic Church in Costa Rica, Archbishop 
Victor Manuel Sanabria. He was brave enough 
to take his stand with the people at a decisive 
period. Thanks to the alliance of labor and 
government and to Archbishop Sanabria, it 
was possible to carry out a program of social 
reform in my country. When reaction began 
its campaign against our new labor code, Arch- 
bishop Sanabria did not hesitate to condemn 
that campaign.” 

Archbishop Sanabria was not excommuni- 
cated because he took the side of the people, 
even though Costa Rican reaction. demanded 
that he be, and still demands it. In fact, the 
Catholic Church in Costa Rica is the only one 
in Latin America which has really grown in 
mass strength. And it is the only one in Latin 
America which has not sermonized excitedly 
about the “menace of protestantism and com- 
munism.” 


DISRUPTING LABOR IN QUEBEC 


By MARY CURTICE’ 


HE LABOR SITUATION in Quebec has a 
unique factor; besides the two sections 
roughly corresponding to the American. Fed- 
eration of Labor and the C.LO. in the United 
States, it contains an organization peculiar 
_ to the province, the National Catholic Syn- 
’ dicates. Since on the strength or weakness 
’ of the liberal movement in Quebec may de- 
pend the result of the expected Dominion 
election, the unity of French-Canadian labor 
-is important to the whole country. Unhap- 
-pily, the labor movement is thus split three 
ways. 
AF. of L. unions are mostly represented in 
e Trades and Labor Congress, while those 


connected with the C.I.O. are in the Canadian 
Congress of Labor. Together they have 
about 200,000 members in Quebec. On the 
whole the former are craft unions, the latter 
industrial, though not all affiliations are ex- 
actly parallel to those in the U. S. A. Po- 
litically there is little similarity. Last October 
the Canadian Congress of Labor voted at its 
convention to support the C.C.F., the socialist 
party which has made considerable gains of 
late in Ontario and the West, which governs 
in Saskatchewan and hopes to win the Domin- 
ion election. There was much opposition in ~ 
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the convention, and the decision did not bind 
individual members. Many leaders of the — 
CCL. are also officers in the C.C.F. and in 
some parts of the country the tie-up is fairly 
close. As for the Trades and Labor Congress, 
it has followed a progressive policy, standing 
against strikes in wartime, for labor-manage- 
ment committees, and full support of the war 
effort. It has done some amazing mass of- 
ganizing in the munitions plants of Quebec,. 
whose contribution to the United Nations can 
hardly be overrated. Unfortunately the pres- 
ent chairman of the Montreal T.L.C. is Paul 
Fournier, who after a year or two of dallying 
with a war labor organizing committee, went 
over to Duplessis, the nationalist premier of 
Quebec elected last August, and opened a 
ted-baiting crusade which helped get him 
expelled from the national convention. He 
has kept his post, with aid from some C.CF. 
delegates, in spite of a demand from the na- 
tional president that he be removed and a 
vigorous fight within the executive. Duples- 
sis’ anti-labor laws are well remembered from 
his previous administration, and the rank and 
file have no love for his henchman. Nothing 
would please the nationalist Duplessis goy- 
ernment better than disruption of the Labor 
Congress. 

It had seemed last June that both factions, 
T.L.C,, and C.C.L., would unite to fight Bills 
2 and 3 of the Godbout government, which 
made it obligatory for a union to sign up 60% 
of the employees in a plant before it could 
ask for a contract, and which permitted an 
employer to sign contracts with more than 
One union in the same factory, Joint meet- 
ings were held and joint protests made. The 
provincial election campaign put an end to 
this tentative unity, and the present tactics 
of the government acting through Fournier 

make it less and less attainable. 

The national C.C.L. now has a Political 
Action Committee, which, due to pressure 
from the left wing, has been declared non- 
partisan. The T.L.C. has apparently decided 
to follow suit, and in some- localities there 
will be united action. The Dominion elec- 
tion campaign will show how such commit- 
tees can work out in a Canadian set-up. 

When considering the scene in Quebec it 
must always be remembered that few of those 
who make up the rank and file of the unions 
are seasoned members. Though the first trade- 
union in Canada was formed in Quebec, the 
growth has been so small that until the war 
the whole idea of unionization was foreign 
to the people in the country districts. Boys 
and girls who move in from the farms to 
work in a factory know little about it. They 
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join, “they expecta f£ 
when they don’t get it, 


conditions. Arvida, in the northern Lake St 


forget to pay dues. French-Cana met 
and women have been working in textile and 
paper mills for seventy years, but until re- 
cently the province has been justly adver- 
tised as the home of cheap and docile labor. 
It is against the background of the change- 
over from agriculture to industry, that the 
performance of the Catholic Syndicates must 
be studied. 4 


The Church Controlled Unions 


Nobody knows what their actual labor 
membership amounts to. They claim 90,000 
but since they admit foremen, office men, and 
some outsiders, while some who belong to 
one of the international unions also keep their 
cards in the Syndicates, it is possible that 
their real workers’ membership may not be 
more than 40,000. Their strength is in the 
small cities and towns of the province, being 


very weak in Montreal. They were chartered 


as an association in 1924. Some of their 
propaganda is consciously reminiscent of the 
mediaeval guilds. They publish a little news- 
paper, La Vie Syndicale, which sandwiches 
news items of local interest between denun- 
ciations of Communism and Communists. 
They refused some time ago to affiliate with 
European Catholic unions, even Catholic in- 
ternationalism being abhorrent. It has often 
been said that Quebec is more Roman Catholic 
than the Pope. = 
To say that they act as company unions is 
to limit their field. It is true that they are 
often valuable to the company and favored 
by it, but no company union known in the 
U.S.A. commands such support from church 
and authorities, nor has such inter-company 
ties. They tend to solve labor problems by 
telling the workingman to be content with his 
lot in life. Their leadership is imbued with 
the corporatist philosophy and they are closely 
integrated with the Quebec nationalist Bloc 
Populaire party, the most isolationist clergy, 
and with all the reactionary elements i 
French-Canadian life. ; S 


The Case of Arvida 
The Syndicates took a particularly active 


_ part in the struggle which has been going on 


at Arvida since 1941. Arvida makes 40 per 
cent of the aluminum used by the United 
Nations. It employed 11,000 men in the sum- 
mer of 1943. In 1942 the company had to 
hire 19,000 men in order to keep 9,000 at 
work; the trains were loaded with those com- 
ing in to take the places of those who quit 
because of the disgraceful living and working 
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lived, the fest having to travel daily from~ 


‘neighboring villages some seven miles away. 
That gave plenty of chance. for favoritism in 
assigning houses. Temporary camps had rooms 
five by six feet; the food was abominable. Men 
under 21 got 55 cents an hour for work for 
which older men were paid 75 cents. There 
were no overtime rates. Men sometimes worked 
forty hours without a break. There was no 
extra pay for work on holidays. Men got one 
day’s paid vacation for each year of service. 
The heat in the pot-rooms was’ so bad men 
often fainted in summer. 


Since 1937 the Aluminum Company of 
Canada, set up as an independent company 
by the owners of the Aluminum Company 
of America to take its part in the international 
cartel, had at Arvida a collective agreement 
with the Catholic Syndicates. It was renewed 
automatically with no voting. Since the labor 
turmover was so constant most of the men 
working in 1941 had never signed the agree- 
ment. The Board of Officers of the local was 
composed of foremen and assistant superin- 
tendents. 


In July, 1941, an unorganized strike broke 
out, a revolt against unbearable conditions. 
It resulted in a seven-day stoppage, during 
which badly needed aluminum froze in the 
pots and had to be chipped out later. The 
newspapers howled disloyalty. Since there was 
no union trusted by the men to negotiate, the 
strike was finally broken by sending in troops 
to patrol the area, and the work was sullenly 
resumed. A Royal Commission was sent to 
investigate—it blamed the summer heat. 


In the fall of 1942 a lot of construction 
men were working at Arvida, getting forty 
cents an hour more than the men in the plant, 
an eight-hour day with time and a half for 
overtime and double for holidays, with free 

transportation. They had a labor-management 
committee. The potmen took notice. They 
_ found these were A.F. of L. members. Within 
three months 6000 Arvida workers had joined 
the Aluminum Workers’ Union, an A. F. of L. 
affiliate. Then the company took notice. 


The management's first move was to fire 
the president of the new union, later rehired 
after protests. In December, the local asked 
recognition as bargaining agent. The Depart- 
ment of Labour sent a conciliator, and the 
company stood pat on its contract with the 
iat who had admitted to the Royal 
~ Commission that they had signed up only 
10% of the workmen. The Syndicates an- 
nounced that “90% of the men here are 
‘@ E Fiencl-Canadiin Catholics, and we believe 
their spirit is with our organization, even if 


some are not actual members.” That was good 


enough for the company. Provincial Minister 
of Labour Rochette protested against com- 
pelling any vote on union recognition. The 


conciliator recommended a vote, but it was - 


never ordered by Ottawa. Then the company 


and the Syndicates got down to business. They 


put three or four programs a week on the 
local radio to shout that the A. F. of L. 
threatened the Church. No halls could be 
rented by the A. F. of L., though the Syn- 
dicates had one on which the company held 
the mortgage. Father 
into Arvida from Montreal at the call of the 
Syndicates to start an anti-Semitic campaign. 
Paradise was promised to those who joined 
the Syndicates, while the fate of A. F. of L. 
members was clearly indicated. Church col- 
lections were taken up’ for the Syndicates. 
Priests canvassed from door to door, wives 
were commanded to persuade their husbands 
to abandon the international union. Foremen 
had Syndicate cards, and attempted to force 
them on men coming to work. Local doctors, 
tradesmen and teachers were indoctrinated. 
Teachers asked their pupils to pray for their 
fathers in the grip of the atheist, Communist, 
international. It must be noted, however, that 
the bishop refused to join in the drive, and 
kept neutral. The strain on the individual 
good Catholic workman. was often terrific. 
Suddenly, in the spring of ’43 after a winter 


of this commotion, the Syndicates adopted the — 
demands of the A. F. of L. as their own; the © 


company granted several of them, such as 
overtime and equal pay, and the Syndicates 
claimed the credit. They still hold the contract 
at Atvida, but it is contested now not only 
by the A. F. of L. but also by the C. I. O. 


General Tool for Disruption 


The tramways workers in Montreal were 
originally divided between an A. F. of L. 


union and the Syndicates. Neither was doing’ 


much to stand up for their rights, when a 
C.1L.O. union did a rapid job of organizing 


~ them and called a strike. The company refused 


to grant a closed shop, since there were 90 
Syndicates men as against 4000 in the 
Brotherhood of Railway Employees. In six- 
teen months there were three strikes, neither 
side willing to budge. Finally the government 


took over and ordered the men back, with 


the case referred to a Labour Board, where 
it still is. The company insists on the right 
of men to join “the union of their choice.” 


The stories in other industries, pulp and | 
paper, machinists, and so on are similar. 


unanimous vote of employees. 
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"Textiles is Quebec’s oldest and lowest paid 
industry, with 50,000 workers. There the- 


fight for organization and decent wages has 
been bitterest. In Valleyfield, French-Canadian 
workers ate paid less per hour and work 
more looms than English-Canadians forty 
miles away over the border in Ontario. Chil- 
dren had to go to work at the age of twelve 
to supplement the parents’ low wages. In 1937 
there was a terrible five weeks’ strike, led by 
the Syndicates. It was obvious from the start 
that it could not win, since labor was plenti- 
ful and the company had stock ahead. The 
people took over and fought bitterly against 
what was practically a lockout. The company 
was willing to waste millions “to teach them 
a lesson.” Whether or not they had wished 
the strike, it played into their hands. The peo- 
ple were left demoralized and hopeless, disil- 
lusioned about any unions at all. In 1942, the 
A.F. of L. began a new attempt to organize, 
at Valleyfield. This is the home ground of 
Maxime Raymond, M.P. leader of the anti- 
war, anti-democratic Bloc Populaire party. 
Immediately the A.F. of L. started, the Syndi- 
cates came in too, and began-a violent cam- 
paign against Communism, the war, atheism, 
and international unions. The bishop of the 
diocese swung into action with denunciations. 


‘Toughs broke union meetings with police 
standing by. There is still-no contract signed — 
in Valleyfield, although shortage of labor 
has compelled the company to raise wages 
from Duplessis’ 1937 minimum of 20 cents 
an hour to at least 30 cents. Drummondville, — 
another textile center, remains a company 
town, where the A.F. of L. can hardly hire 
an office, for fear of the landlord coming 
under the Church’s ban. At St. Gregoire, the 
Syndicates have a clause in their contract 
by which the company agrees to make a 
large annual endowment “for recreation.” It 
is really surprising how many men and women 
have flocked to join the internationals in 
spite of condemnation, and have stood by 
them. . 

The National Syndicates—they have re- 
cently dropped the word Catholic, so that 
anyone may join—are part of the whole social 
framework in Quebec which makes the Church 
the ally of the most reactionary section of 
business. The cartels can count on them. The 
struggle of the working men and women of 
Quebec to organize in unions that are linked 
with the rest of Canada and with the world 
is part of the struggle against isolationism 
everywhere. They must suceed, to win a free 
Quebec, part of a free and united Canada. 


DIALECTIC 


So you want me to discuss religious questions? 


I am very happy to oblige... 


Negroes, tired after long work, standing on buses 
In South Georgia—with “white seats” vacant! .... 


Soldiers in our army saying they want to finish 
The German and Jap and then come home and dispose 
Of the Jew, the Negro... 


Gangs of rowdies, some of them clergy-encouraged, 
Beating children of minorities in “enlightened” 
Old Boston. en 


“But,” you say, “I said, Religious questions.” 
So! And I have not? ny ae 


Not which chapter, what verse, proves Luther wrong, 
Or right; nor how “milchig” and “fleischig” must 

Be kept apart; nor whether Manning or Scarlett is 
More correct on right to comsecrate...or consume... 
Sacred wine and wafer? You asked me to discuss 
Religious questions and I failed? 


But people, individuals, persons, in whom the Divine 
May live as dignity, happiness, justice: of these 
I have talked. 


Why do I not discuss religious questions? 
What else have I? ; = 
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LETTERS 
FROM ASST. SEC. OF STATE J. C. DUNN 
Let me Say first that there seems to be absolutely no warrant for his (Mr. Leslie’s) 


assumption that “the cartels’ recent direct invasion of the State Department is a case in 
point.” It is not a case in point, since so far as I am aware there has been no invasion of 


- the Department by cartels or cartelists. 


Mr. Leslie’s article for the PROTESTANT was apparently reprinted from the February 
issue of the PROTESTANT. On December 12 and 13, 1944, Mr. Will Clayton, the Assist- 
ant Secretary of State for economic affairs, was examined, before his confirmation, by 
the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations. He made the following declarations: 


“It has been suggested that I am a believer in cartels. Nothing could be further 
from the truth... . Having been brought up in the school of hard, keen competi- 
tion, and liking it, I early formed a strong antipathy in principle to cartels. 

“A cartel smells the same to me by whatever name it may be called or for 
whatever commercial purpose it may be organized. If international agreements 
are entered into between governments in respect of some commodities in which 
burdensome surpluses ‘have resulted from the war and other causes, the consuming 
countries should participate in the formation and administration of such agreements. 
The agreements should be temporary in character and should contemplate as their 
principal objective the shifting from inefficient to efficient production.” 


I think you will agree with me that these remarks by the Assistant Secretary for eco- 
nomic affairs ought to be pretty well indicative of the feeling in this Department on the 
subject of cartels. It can be safely stated, I believe, that the policy of this Department is 
to move toward multilateral understandings for the elimination of restrictive international 
private business arrangements, as an integral part of our general commercial policy. The 
precise formulation and implementation of such a policy, as you know, is continually 


‘under study in this Department, and in and out of government. It is an intricate and 


developing subject and I not propose to treat it within the scope of this letter. 
Of course, in the final analysis our foreign policy in respect to this and other matters 


wil] be determined by the people and their elected representatives. 


Our own preliminary thinking on these lines is informed by the intention to do 
what we can to promote world-wide increase in the production and equitable distribution 
of goods. As defined by Secretary Stettinius at the same Senate hearing, our goal is: 


“Agreement on measures to promote a great expansion of our foreign trade and 
of productiveness and trade throughout the world, so that we can maintain full 
employment in our own country and—together with the other United Nations— 
enter an era of constantly expanding production and consumption and of rising 
standards of living.” 


At this point, I believe, Mr. Leslie and I begin to see eye to eye, although we may 
differ as to the methods and motives of this Department. I would agree that, within the 
limits of practicality and democratic organization, we want to “produce and distribute 
goods of life on a vaster scale than ever before in history.” I believe also, with Mr. Leslie, 
that we may be in an era of “new capitalism, matured, and less reckless”; I am not so sure 


_that it is ready to “embark directly on the business of empire for itself,” nor that it is 


a “cartel capitalism” to be controlled by the United States. 


Finally, I find there is much to be said for Mr. Leslie’s concept of emulation between 
the capitalist and socialist economies. In terms of the Soviet Union and this Country, I 
have every reason to believe that this emulation will remain a friendly competition in 
which the two nations will vie, with mutual confidence, in raising standards of living’ 
for our own peoples and peace-loving people everywhere. 


JAMES CLEMENT DUNN, Assistant Secretary 
Department of State, Washington 
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TO ROBERT SEARLE 
Dear Mr. Searle: 


ss As executive head of the Greater New York Federation of Churches and as editor 


of its bulletin Metropolitan Church Life you are in a responsible position and it is 
therefore necessary, regrettably so, to call you to account for certain lapses in decorum 
and logic. ; 
~The lapse in decorum occurred in 1943 when you wrote several members of THE — 
PROTESTANT Board attacking THE PROTESTANT and its editor personally. In itself this 
would have been quite in order had you sent a copy of these letters to me so that I might 
have defended myself. You not only omitted to do this, but you wrote these letters in” 
your official capacity as head of the Greater New York Federation of Churches when 
you were actually on leave of absence from that organization and were in the pay of the 

National Conference of Christians and Jews. This procedure was quite in accord with 
the usual practice of the latter organization but surely you could have retained your posi- 
tion with them and even retained some small portion of self-respect had you refused to 
serve them in this way. In accepting their money to act in this manner, you put yourself 
in danger of forfeiting the respect of honorable people. 

Your lapse in logic is more recent. It occurs in your editorial in the Metropolitan 
Church Life of March 8, 1945. You say there that it is an effrontery for the group which 
works with me to interpret Protestantism as we see fit. Yet you must be perfectly aware 
that the entire history of Protestantism is made up of a series of individual interpreta- 
tions of the Judeo-Christian tradition. You say it is wrong for us to call our. magazine 
THE PROTESTANT. According to this it would be wrong for The American magazine 
to call itself The American. It would likewise be wrong for the Jesuits to call their paper 
America. \t would be wrong for a certain group to publish the paper known as The 
Protestant Voice. You say we should call ourselves “some Protestants.” You admit, of 
course, that there is no Protestant church and there could not possibly exist a magazine 
representing a non-existent institution. 

We have undertaken to interpret the essence of Protestantism, its heart and soul, its 
on-going-ness. If we fail in our attempt, it will not be because of our effrontery. It will 
be because our interpretation finds no echo in the hearts of people. But it happens that 
our interpretation does find an echo in the hearts of an ever widening circle throughout 
the world. ~ 

Whether there is a connection between your lapse in decorum and your lapse in logic, 
I am not prepared to guess. I suspect, however, that there may be some connection because 
it would appear that in taking up the cudgels for the Roman Catholic hierarchy you must 
be under a pressure similar to that under which you served that tri-faith institution which 
is running interference for fascism. 


KENNETH LESLIE 
From the Battlefront to the Homefront 


é 


We, who are at the battlefronts of the world, do not always find ourselves with the 
latest news publications and it was therefore not surprising that I just recently saw the 
November 3, 1944, issue of the New York Times in which appeared your praiseworthy 
advertisement of protest against the un-American and Fascist tactics that were being 
used by those who campaigned for Governor Dewey. 

A letter of commendation may appear to be several months late, but nevertheless I 
have an irresistible urge to thank you and to extend my enthusiastic praise for the very 
courageous and valiant stand you took in the interest of fair play and American principles. 

To one who is presently engaged in helping to defeat the enemies of democracy — 
from without and to see the perpetuation of the Four Freedoms the world over, it is 
distressing and disheartening to behold America’s enemies from within—the forces of 
intolerance, bigotry, reaction, fascism and isolationism—raise their ugly heads. 

It was, therefore, most gratifying to read your statement of denunciation, which re- 
newed my faith and confidence in the champions of American principles of tolerance 
freedom and fair play. me 

To you cletgymen—you who advocate the admirable principles of justice and right- 
eousness—may your work be triumphant and may you realize great measures of success. — 

PFC. im 
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